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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
BM. SPEAKER: I have received from

the Auditor General a copy of Section "A"
of his report on the Treasurer's statement
of the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1945. It will be* laid
on the Table of the House.

'HANSARD."

Statceet by Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: I have to, report to the
House that after the debate on the Supreme
Court Act Amendment Bill (No. 2) last
night, when there seemed to be some dissatis-
faction about the copy for "Hansard" hav-
ing been altered, I called for the original
transcript and found that no alteration
whatever had been made to "Hlansard" with
the exception of one word, which -was simply
a correction.

QUESTIONS.

CONDUCT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

As to Instruction by Police.
Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:-
1, To what extent is instruction in good

conduct being given by a police officer in our
schools 9 Are private schools, etc., included?

2, Is the aim to stop vandalism?
3, Did the idea originate with Couneillor

-Vivian of Cottesloe?
4, Has be any reports as to the value of

this effort?

The MINISTER replied:
1, A number of lectures have been given

at metropolitan schools on various subjects.
In these lectures stress is laid on the neces-
sity for the go od conduct of pupils in streets,
parks, public vehicles, etc. Private schools
arc included.

2, In addition to other objectives, yes.

3, The department is not aware of the
origin of the idea.

4, Yes. Letters of appreciation have been
received from head teachers and parents, but
sufficient time has not elapsed to assess the
real value.

HON. P. COLLIER, M.LA.

As to Completion of 40 Years'
Service.

MR. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier: This being the last sitting day
of the House prior to Saturday next, which
marks the completion of a record period of
40 continuous years of distinguished Parlia-
mentary service mn the interests of the peo-
ple of Western Australia by the member
for Boulder (Hfon. P. Collier), is the Pre-
inier aware that all members of the Legis-
lative Assembly would appreciate a suitable
acknowledgment of the occasion by him as
Leader of the House?

The PREMIER replied:
This question would warrant my making

a reply in the form of a statement. I hope
I have that privilege. Although I bad no
knowledge of the intention of the member
for East Perth to ask this question before
the House met, it is with very great pleasure
that I express, on behalf of myself and of
the Government, and not excluding any mem-
ber who would wish to comment, my personal
appreciation, as well as the appreciation of
the people of this State, of the wonderful
contribution to public service and public life
of the State by the member for Boulder- It
was my privilege to be taken as a fledgling
Minitter in i035 to the Loan Council by the
member for Boulder; and at his hands I
enjoyed many considerations and from him
I learnt very much which has been of in-
estimable assistance to me during my period
of public life.

I could pay no greater tribute to the ser-
vice which the hon. member has rendered to
the State than by mentioning the obvious
weight that his words carried in the Federal
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sphere. I noted that when Federal Trea-
suirers were in the Chair they would, after
debate of involved financial matters and
after all other opinions had been expressed,
put the direct question, "What do you
think, Mr. Collier " The service which
the member for Boulder has given to this
State has been an unselfish service. He has
left his mark not only on the Legislature but
also on the public life of the State. I am
glad, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the mem-
ber for East Perth has asked the question,
for I think it very timely and opportune
that there should be placed on the records
of this House the appreciation of Parlia-
ment of one of the greatest parliamentarians
this State has known.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. N. KEENAN: Mr. Speaker, I join

very gladly in what has just been said by
the Premier and I endorse everything he
has said. The member for Boulder and
myself came to this House at the same time.
He has been here continuously, whereas I
'was absent for a great number of years;
but, Mr. Speaker, although be and I have
always indulged in first-class scrapping in
our parliamentary career, we have been the
very greatest and best of friends outside the
House, and I appreciate his friendship more
than I could possibly find words to express.
So I join very gladly in what has been said
by the Premier in honour of the member
for Boulder.

Mr. DONEY: I am very happy indeed to
associate myself with the very complimen-
tary remairks that have fallen from the lips
of the Premier and of the member for Ned-
lands on the occasion which has been per-
mitted by the question of the member for
East Perth. Everything that the Premier
and the member for Nedlands have said I
very cordially subscribe to, and I am sure
that if the Leader of the Opposition were
present he would take precisely the same
view. I think the member for Boulder has
at least this one distinction-he has, as a
matter of fact, very many distinctions-in'
that he is almost the only member of this
House with whom I1 have never 'had what
we might term a brawl during debate. I do
not know whether that is a distinction he
would value, but certainly it is one. To md
and to many other members-not knowing
the ex-Premier as 'well as some members-
his name, indeed, he himself has become
somewhat of an institution in Western Aus-

tralia. I mean that Philip Collier is MOre
than a mere Premier. I knowv the present
Premier will not misunderstand me there.

I recall this too, as I hope the ex-Premier
can, that on a certain occasion in Narrogin

-he did me the honour to take me into his
con fidence during a talk we had while sit-
ting on an old fallen-down York gum tree;
it was a conversation the like of which I had
not had before with any public man in this
State and one which I have always treasured
as a particularly happy and interesting
memory. I do not know whether the hon.
gentleman remembers that; but let me pay
him the compliment of saying that I remem-
ber it and always will. With those few
remarks I feel I can safely associate every
member on these benches.

Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: As one who has,
had the privilege of a longer association in
Ministerial office than has any other member
of the House with the present member for
Boulder, I would like to add a few words
voicing the respect and esteem which must
be paid to a man of his outstanding char-
acter and capacity. I have attended many
Premiers' Conferences since the member for
Boulder vacated the office of Premier; and
I found that while he has an excellent re-
putation throughout this State on account of
iis statesmanship and general lofty quali-
ties, he is regarded in Eastern States circles,
to perhaps anl even greater extent, as one
of the most outstanding men who have ever
appeared in the political life of Australia.
I remember thc stand he adopted, as the
Premier mentioned, during the time of the
depression, and the remedial steps which had
to be taken to right the industrial and eco-
nomic life of Australia at that period. A
good deal of it was experimental at the time,
but, it is very nice to be able to say that
the attitude adopted by Western Australia's
representative on that occasion, though it
was a bit novel, was proved to he correct a
few years later; and the advice he gave and
the contributions he made at that time were
of outstanding benefit, not only to the people
of this State, but to Australia as a whole.

As a Parliament, we owe a debt of grati-
tude to the member for Boulder, inasmuch
as he set a high standard of political con-
duct in the Chamber. I am pleased to say
that when r took over the position from him
I endeavoured to follow in his footsteps.
As a result of the standard he set, the affairs
of this Chamber have been conducted with
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more dignity and decorum-and I do not de-
sire to make any invidious comparisons-
than has been the case in the Parliaments of
other States. There has been a general spirit
of good fellowship. We have fought our
battles, on principle, hut we have been pre-
pared when the occasion arose, outride of
matters of principle which we came here to
defend, to display mutual re'-peet and es-
teem. Such a condition of affairs can he
engendered only provided the Leader of the
House sets the example. So the political life
of Western Australia is indebted to the mem-
ber for Boulder for the example he set, for
the line of conduct which he took and which
has been followed since, and which I know
the present Premier is anxious to emulate,
if not to excel. Therefore, on that account,
and particularly in view of the lengthy asso-
ciation T hadl with the member for 'Boulder
and, as the years went by, the even greater
respect and esteem which I came to have
for him and his attitude towards political
and public matters generally, I am very
pleased to associate myself with the remarks
that have been made.

.Mr. SHEARNV: Since we have not a leader
on this. bench-may I say that our presumed
leader is ill-I would like on my own behalf
and on behalf of those associated with me to
endorse the commendations that bave de-
servedly fallen from the lips of previous
speakers. During- the time I have been pri-
vile~ged to be in this Chamber, I have learned
of the tremendous value that the member for
Boulder has been to the life of this State.
I feel sure that however much we may differ
from him in his political outlook and expres-
sions of view, we esteem him in the highest
degree; and, looking back over the years with
the deepest pleasure and happiest recollec-
tions, I associate myself and those on this
bench with the expressions of goodwill
already conveyed to the hon. member.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To me, as to the pro-
verbial young- lady, "This is so sudden and
unexpected 1" However, I appreciate very
much thie kindly sentiments expressed by the
'various speakers concerning whatever little
sRervices I have been able to render to this
Parliament and to the State of Western
Australia. Naturally my thoughts go hack
along the years, and I rec-all the many mnem-
bers that have passed through this Cham-
ber since 190J5--like Bill Adams' army at
Waterloo, good nien all of them! There are

not many of the old ones left. As the then
member for Kalgoorlie has stated, he end I
entered this House on the same day.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
'Nedlands, you mean.

lion. P. COLLIER: He was then the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, as the member for Guild-
ford-Midland will recall. The member for
Guild ford-Mfidla nd is the only member of
the Housie present w'ho was here in the years
previous to 1005. We have seen many men
come and go, and I am glad to have had the
opportunity and privilege of making their
acquaintance. I have not in recent years
taken such an active part in affairs and gin
not so well acquainted with some of the
younger and newer men in the Chamber. If
my friend, the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, is one of the men with whom I have not
had a verbal brawl, not many of the older
members would be able to say as much.

I am happy to feel that whatever disputa-
tions we may have had on the floor of the
House, we were always able to wander out
into the corridor and he good friends after-
wards. I think I am not giving away
anything not already known when I say
that another notable man who entered
this House on the same day as I-the 27th
October, 1005-was Sir James Mitchell.
Throughout long- years, we sat on opposite
sides of the House, he leading one party
and I the other. In all the clashes that were
inevitable throughout those years, never once
did either of us have occasion to give ex-
pres%-ion to sentiments that wounded the feel-
ings of the other. That was in marked con-
trast to the first few years I spent in this
House.

I recall well now that the feeling between
the parties was very bitter in those earlier
days. In the first four or five years I was
here, we did not associate at all outside of
this Chamber. Along the corridors, one could
see a group of members of one party in one
alcove, and a group from the other party in
another alcove. We silently. passed each
other alon!T the corridor; and even in the
bar we seldomn melted to the extent of join-
ing in conversation. There was a very bitter
fvielinr indeed in party politics, It seemed
somnexvhat unnatural to me, althouzh Y was
rather keen on rloinT ray share of the fig-ht-
ing- in the disputes of those days. I think it
was largely due to the kindly attitude of Sir
James Mitchell, ivhen he became leader of
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the party now sitting on the other side of
the House, and to myself when I took up a
similar position with this party in May, 1917,
that all, or at least at great deal, of the per-
sonal antagonism was dropped. We arced
in conversation that, while we could carry
on strenuous opposition to each other inside
the Chamber, we should leave -our quarrels
here and not carry them into the precincts of
the House.

I am glad to observe that that policy has
grown with the years. No special praise is
due to us today when we say that there is
no Parliament in Australia conducted in a
more friendly and kindly way than is the
Parliament of Western Australia. That has
been so for many years past, and long may
it continue! I have had the privilege of re-
presenting the one constituency for 40 years.
So long as the electors of Boulder are satis-
fied to keep me here, I shall carry on until
I reach that stage when I think I might re-
tire from this Chamber and take a scat i
another place. But I feel that I have not
yet reached that stage. However, one never
knows whether the electors of Boulder of the
present generation, mostly men and women
who were born in the district, will continue
to have the same wisdom and perception as
their fathers and mothers, and their grand-
fathers and grandmothers. Mr. Speaker, and
friends, I appreciate very deeply the kind
sentiments expressed by the members who
hare spoken which, I am sure, are endorsed
by every member of the House.

MOTION-GOVERNMNT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise--
Grascoyne) [4.531: I move--

That on Wednesday, the 3st October, and
each alternate Wednesday thereafter, Govern-
mnent business shall take precedence of all
motions and Orders of the Day as on other
days.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
[4.54J: 1 had risen not quite realisinig the
nature of the motion but, having taken a
glance at it, I ace that it is the motion cus-
tomary at this time, and one to which I
think objection is never raised, I shall fob-
low the usual procedure of taking the
motion for granted and agreeing to it.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.551: I hope
that private members will still have their
rights7 not only in connection with the
motions at present on the notice paper but
regarding others that may be introduced. I
can realise that the Premier is getting an-
xious about the closing part of the session
because of the heavy legislation coming
down. Some of our sittings have been
short. I sincerely hope the Premier will give
an assurance that consideration will be given
to private members' business, and also that
any future items of business will receive
assistance instead of being slaughtered in-
nocents in the last part of the session.

THE PRELMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne-in reply) [4.56]: This motion
is Customary at about this time of
1:he year. My predecessors have al-
ways observed the points raised by
the member for B~everley. I went to
the trouble of looking back to see not only
the approximate time at which the motions
wvere moved but-*how many private members'
motions and items of business appeared on
the notice paper. The number of such items
ranges from nine to 16 as a rule.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is a pretty wide
range.

The PREMIER: Yes. On two occasions
in recent times there have been nine such
items, one year there were 14 and one year
16. On this occasion there are five items of
private members' business on the notice
paper. I assure the House that even on
days when Government business takes pre-
ceden ce, private members' business will, if
it is necessary and desirable, have considera-
tion. But in any case, before the session is
finished, due consideration will be given to
the rights and privileges of private memu-
hers, and I hope that at the end of the ses-
sion no objection will he raised that their
business has been treated scantily.

Question Put and passed; the motion
ared to.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Medical Act Amendment.

2, Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment.

Transmitted to the Council.
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BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT Am NDMENT.

Siecond Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [4.58] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill provides for exenip-
tion from the operations of the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act of land held by
recipients of pensions under the Common-
wealth Widow.,' Pensions Scheme. The con-
CeSilOn is also extended to any pensioner
who is in receipt of a pension under the
Australian Soldiers' Repatriation Act to the
extent that it applies to service pensions
which are limited to persons who are in a
condition of firanejal distress. The purpose
is to provide exemptions from land tax on
land held by persons in receipt of widows'
pensions under the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Widowvs' Pensions Act of 1942-43,
and for service pensioners under the Aus-
tralian Soldiers' Repatriation Act of 1920-
1943, also a Commonwealth Act. Members
will retail that the present Act provides for
the exemption of pensioners from land tax
on land held by any invalid or old age pen-
sioner under the Commonw"ealth Act.

The social legislation of the Comnw,,~t't,
has, in recent years, been extended to include
and provide for pensions for widows, and
the Government is of the opinion that this
class of pensioner also should be exempted
from the incidence of land tax. In taking
the opportunity to extend the operations to
pensions under the Australian Soldiers' Re-
patriation Act, the Government is of the
opinion that the Act should he extended to
make such a provision. Both wvidows' and
service pensions are subject to a means test,
and in all respects the test is similar to that
applicable to the invalid and old age pen-
sioners. The exempition is already in the
Act for those people, in Section 3 of the
Pensioners' Rates Exemption Act of 1922-43,
and to embrace the two classes of persons
dealt with in this Bill the Government is
desirous that provision should be made for
them in this manner.

In practically every eass the exemption
wvill apply to th land of the widow or service
l'nsiia"er, upon which a home is erected.
That is the position in almost all cases.
For that reason I feel sure there will be no
objection, from any section of the com-
munity, to giving to these people this small
consideration. The proposal will apply to

land that was held at the 30th June, 1945,
and in all subsequent years. There is nothing
else in the Bill but a simple provision to
provide the exemption for the recipients of
those two classes of pensions, in addition to
the privilege experienced by the pensioners
uinder the Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act.
I do not think further comiani. t.,,eded
and I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, debate ad-
journed.

BILL--MARKETING OF ONIONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin-North-East Fremantle)
[5.5] in moving the second reading said:
The bulk of the onion crop in Western Aus-
tralia, which is grown mainly in the metro-
politan area, is marketed during the months
of January and February. Unfortunately,
Western Australian onions cannot be effec-
tively stored. They have poor keeping quali-
ties and, after May, serious loss occurs to
growers who attempt to store them. For this
reason the growers used to market their crops
and endeavour to dispose of them as quickly
as possible, with the result that there was
always a serious glut of onions on the mar-
ket at that time, with consequent low prices.
Later in the year, when most of the onions
had been sold, there was a shortage, with
consequent high prices. At the request of
the growers a Marketing of Onions Act was
introduced in 1938, providing for a poll of
growers to be taken. That poll was taken
in 1939, and the Act became operative in
the 1940 season. The operations of the board
set up under that legislation resulted in the
rationing of onions on the market, with a
consequent increased average price to the
producers.

Prior to 1940 it was not unusual for the
price of onions to be as low as £4 or £5
per ton during the weeks following imme-
diately after digging, and for the prices then
to soar to £40 per ton or more for stored
or imported onions later in the year. It
is obvious that growers have benefited from
the rationing of onions on the market, but
that has not been at the expense of the con-
sumers. During the five years that the
hoard has operated the consumer has paid
less than 1'2d. per lb. more for onions than
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in the years 1936 to 1939, before the board
came into operation. La the Year.. 1.9363
to 1939 the price of onions, over the period
M~arch to June, -was 2.46d. per lb. and dur-
ing the period September to December,
2.92d. per lb). During the period 1940-41, in
which the board had been operating, the price
between Mfarch and June was 2.72d. per lb.,
and during the period Sektt:mbcr to Ijeeii-
ber, 3.63d. per lb. The table I have just
quoted shows the price during the period
when stored onions are supplied by the board
from local production, and the price during
September to December when imported
onions are on the market.

It is to be remembered that we have just
passed through a war period, during which
it could he expected that the prices of com-
modities would be somewhat increased. They
have increased, and yet the figures I have
quoted show that there has not been a large
increase in the price of onions sold during
that period. It can be truly said that the
increased return the growers have received
has certainly not been at the expense of the
consumers. it should be noted that, prior
to the operation of the board, although the
producers received low prices during March,
the price to the consumers during that month
wais not appreciably lower than later in the
year. Normually we would expect that if the
crop were marketed with a consequent glut
and reduced prices, the consumners would en-
joy the benefit of those reduced prices. But
that has not been so, and the explanation is
that the merchants bought the onions that
were marketed and took the risk of storage
and for that risk they secured increased
prices at a time when prices should have been
low. They were prompted to adopt. that
course and, because the onions would not:
keep, obtained that extra return. The pro-
ducer prefers to take the risk himself rather
than that it sitruld be accepted by the iner-
chants and that the consumers should not
get the benefit of the reduced prices which
ought to have followed when the glut was
on1.

The Onion Marketing Board did not oper-
ate during 1043 because the Commonwealth
Government, through its Service Foodstuffs
Office, made contracts direct with certain
growers rather than deal with the hoard.
Upon the matter being inquiredl into, the
Service Foodstuffs Office proffered the ex-
planation that it was unaware of the exist-
ence of the hoard and the regulations but

intimated that it much preferred to deal with
the board. That has been the position since
that year. Those growers that took advan-
tage of selling their onions direct tp the
Service Foodstuffs Office then attempted to
get the Onion Marketing Board to market
the balance of their crops after they had sup-
plied the more lucrative contracts with the
Army, The board refused to do that,
stating that if it was to handle onions it
required to handle the whole and not merely
a portion of the cr01).

A majority o; the growers are satisfied
with the operations of the board but it has
to be admitted that there is a small number.
as there will always be in any such scheme.
who prefer to sell their crops immediately
they arc dug rather then risk a small pro-
portion of their output suffering from de-
terioration, which would result in their being
called upon to take a share in the storage
costs. In its operations the board has fol-
lowed a policy of obtaining estimates. of the-
anticipated crop and then notifying grow-
ers from time to tinie as to the proportion
of the c.rop it desires to have marketed. That
mnethod operated satisfactorily until last sea-
son when two growers complained that they
had suffered losses through deterioration be-
cause the hoard had not taken delivery of
their onionsi within a reasonable time.

The Act requires the board to Lake delivery
of all onions within at reasonable time, which
mneans that the board is called upon to find
storage accommodation for the stocks, and
it has no such storage accommodation. There
is also an added difficulty because of the dif-
ference in crops. There is a difference in
tlie storability of onions and that in itself
makes it extremely difficult for the board to
arrange for proper storage. The Solicitor
General advises that because the policy fol-
lowed by the hoard for five years is not in
accordmnce with the Act members of the
board are responsible personally for any
lo ses that may occur. Hence it is pro-
posed to amend the principal Act by means
of the Bill which I aim now introducing so
that we can legalise the practice which has
been followed by the board during the period
it has been operating.

It is proposed that the section requiring
the acquisition of the anion crop by the board
shall be deleted and a new section inserted
to legalise the present procedure of the
board, which is that it will expect growers
to make an estimate of their anticipated
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crops and then from time to time they will
be required to market a proportion of their
crops. Safeguards are included against over-
estimates and under-estimates on the part of
growers. The existing provisions of the Act
for the payment of advances to growers will
remain but a new amendment is proposed
which will authorise the board to deduct
from the proceeds of sales an amount not
exceeding 121/2 per cent, of such proceeds
for the purpose of meeting administration
expenses.

The Act requires that the total proceeds
shall be distributed among the growers, in
consequence of which it is impossible to ad-
minister the legislation. No funds have been
provided to enable the board to function, and
it is niecessary that it shall have funds in
band with which to commence the next sea-
son. It is desirable to provide against con-
tingencies. The Bill, comparatively speak-
ing, is very short and the remaining amend-
ments included in it are consequential upon
the two I have outlined. The Onion Market-
ing Board has suggested that the amend-
ments are necessary in order to ensure its
smooth wvorking and to enable it to continue
on a proper basis the policy which the exist-
ing Act does not really entitle it to follow.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned.

RESOLUTION-GAOL SITE AND
MODERN PRISON REQUIREMENTS.

To Inquire by Joint Committee.

Message from the Council requesting the
Assembly's concurrence in the followving- re-
solution now considered:-

That a committee of three members of each
House of Parliament be appointed to inquire
into:-

(a) The requirements for a modern gaol;
(b) whether the site selected by the Gov-

ernment, known as the Claremont
site, should be used f or this purpose;

(e) if not, to report on and recommend any
alternative site.

That the committee may adjourn from tine
to time, and from place to place; may sit an
those days over which the Houses stand ad-
journed; have power to call for persons,
papers, and records; and shall report to His
Excellency the TLieut.-Governor.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna) [5.18]: 1 move-

That the resolution be sgreed to.

I do not think that any member of this
Chamber has been in gal because he has
been convicted of any criminal offence, but
nevertheless I expect that most of us have
visited the Fremantle gal and seen both the
inside and the outside of that institution. I
believe all members realise the conditions
that obtain there. During the war years
prison administration was very difficult and
the problems that confronted the Gaols De-
partment from time to time were embarras-
sing. The reason was that we had to move
the prisoners from the institution at Fre-
mantle to a place in the hills. We all realise
that the Fremantle gaol is a relic of the past
and that it should be replaced by a modern
institution With more amenities and better
conditions generally so that our prison sys-
tem may be brought more into line with
that of other parts of the world and permit
of reforms being carried out. The experience
gained following the compulsory evacua-
tion of the Fremantle gaol has been of great
advantage not only to the Government, but
also to the community. It has emphasised
the unsuitability of the presenzt building and
has amply demonstrated the need for a new
one. Having this in mind and having
also the experience of Barton's Mill, the
Government appreciated the necessity for
seeking another site and, after taking ex-
pert advice, we obtained the best authorities
available to us in Australia to view, with
the Minister, the various sites suggested for
a main gaol.

M r. J. Hegney: The committee will only
hare the samne expert advisers.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prob-
ablyN it will, but seeing that this is a very
important matter, we thought it only fair
to give the House an opportunity to discuss
it, We selected as the site for a main gaol
an area of about 225 acres near the Clare-
mont -Mental Hospital, but no sooner was
the decision made than protests were lodged
against its being used for that purpose, not-
withstanding that we had taken expert
opinion on the matter. Sometimes, of course,
such protests are lodged for reasons other
titan objection to the site on the score of
unsuitability.

Mr. MeLarty: Wherever you proposed to
put the new gaol, there would be protests.

The M1INISTER FOR JUSTICE: That is
so. If we suggested establishing it on one
of the islands near Esperance, there would
be a protest probably on the ground that
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it might affect some vested interest. A
deputation waited on the Minister and not
only protested against the use of the selected
site, but also objected to the new gaol being
located anywhere in the metropolitan area.
At a meeting organised to protest against the
adoption of this site and attended by Parlia-
mentarians, a motion was passed requesting
the Government to defer action.

21r. J. Hegney: Who were the Parliamen-
tarians?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know. Upon the request of the deputa-
tion being received by the Government, we
thought it only reasonable to recommend the
appointment of a joint committee to inves-
tigate the matter further.

War circumstances led to the transfer of
the inmates of the Frcmantle gaol to Bar-
ton's Mill and demonstrated the necessity
for having more than one gaol. We realise
that we must not only provide a site for at
main gaol, but should also consider the re-
form of prisoners to a greater extent than
has been done in the past. When the
lprisoners were transferred to Barton's Mill,
the military authorities took over the Fre-
mantle gaol and, although they controlled it
only temporarily, we experienced great dif-
ficulty in carrying on. However, we have
learnt the value of introducing an inter-
mediate classification of prisoners, and so
the experience we have had will be of ad-
vantage in introducing prison reform.

After having transferred the prisoners
from the Fremantic gaol to Barton's Mill
and experienced many difficulties in conse-
quence, we had eventually to return the worst
types to Fremantle to keep them in a place
where, in the interests of the civil popula-
tion, they could not get away. I do not
wish to mention names, but members will
recall that quite a number of prisoners es-
caped from Barton's Mill and that it is
necessary to have a main gaol to bold such
prisoners. The Fremantle gaol, I have been
told, was established in 1855, which is 90
years ago, and to do anything with it would
be vecry expensive. Whatever was done, it
could not be brought up to the standard of
modern gaols in England, the United States
of America and even the Eastern States. I
have been informed that architecturally the
gaol does not lend itself to modernisation.
The walls are vermin-infested and are
crumbling with age, and the cells are also
vermin-infested.

It is possible that the Government will be
faced with a major problem in dealing with
the criminal population. There is little
doubt that the number of prisoners will
increase; probably the aftermath of war
will create a tendency in that direction. So
we were faced with the problem of recon-
structing the old building, which has been
condemned by authorities, or of selecting a
new site and building a new main gaol to
hold prisoners who could not be held in the
inter med iate classification centres. The
new gaol need not he of as big dimen-
sions as the old one on account of the re-
form methods which have been adopted and
proved to be very satisfactory. I feel now,
because we have had to leave the Frenmantle
gaol, that that will be a great help in thle
direction of the mioderniisation of our
methods in the future so far as prisoners in
this State arc concerned. We should de-
velop such places as Barton's Mill, not neces-
sarily at that very place but in other places.
We want establishments of the Pardelup
tylpe, for they would have a great effect in
regard to reform.

I am told that our methods here are hope-
lessly out of date compared with methods
used in other parts of Australia. There is
not much I can say with respect to gaols.
I can only emphasise that the Government
is very anxious to get the best and most
suitable sites, a site where prisoners can
make themselves more or less self-supporting
not only from the point of view of second-
ary industries, but that of primary industries
so that they may be able to grow their own
vegetables and other commodities that are
necessary for their own sustenance while in
prison. Work will do them good. So far
as the main gaol is Concerned, only those of
very bad character will be kept there. If we
have another intermediate gaol and then Par-
delup, we shall be able to classify the prison-
ers in aecordanie with their character and
disposition. LI hope the resoluticn of another
place will be endorsed by this House.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIATES, 1945-46.

In Commit-tee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th October; Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote-Chief Secretary, £22,684:
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THE PREMIE (lon. F. J. S. Wise--
Gascoyne) [5.33]: In introducing the Esti-
mates for the Chief Secretary's Department
there is need for me to make but slight com-
ment. The Chief Secretary's Department
covers prisons, Registry and Statistician's
Office, War Fund Council, Observatory and
Correspondence Despatch Office. The War
Fund Council is associated with the head
office. The Chief Secretary is the c-hairman,
and the work done is under his immediate
sulpervisionl. The War Fund Council has in-
vokved a considerable amount of work. Alto-
gether, :350 war funds havn been approved,
involving subsequent disposal of the takings
through their operation. The figures disclose
that approximately £2,230,000 have been
distributed to the various patriotic causes.
1n connection with the Registry and Statis-
tician's office, figures are compiled and pre-
pared for the various uses of government,
and both these departments are under the
control of the Chief Secretary. The Prisons
Department constitutes; one of the function,
of control under the Chief Secretary's auth-
ority. Some of the problems associated with
gaols are well known to members.

Balton's 'Mill was instituted because of
war circtunstanes rendering Fremantle IL

place to he used as little as possible, particu-
larly for gaol purposes, when threats of in-
vasion of this csountry were with us. At
Fremantle until recently the major portion
of the pri'an was occupied by the M1ilitary
authorities, and the-y staved there during the
whole of our p{ nod of anxiety until the
conclusion of the war with Japan. The Par-
delup Prikon Farm is being, carried on, and
mnany of its activities are now worked inl
asmoeintion with the Department of Agriniul-
ture, and quite a lot of useful work is being
done in a rural sense by the use of plison
labour for that purpose. In regard to the
Observatory, it is necessary to nmake very
little comment. The State time service oper-
ates front that edablishment, and is nzcd for
.yncbronising times in connection with rail-

ways, post-ollices, lighlthouses and the like.
Shlipping, too, i4 0dv i-cd twice daily fromt
the Obser-vatury in connection with times.
Tide tables and all those things associated
with the observations conducted A the Ob-
servatory also emanate front that ins;titution.
I think it uinnecessary to elaborate on the
work of the Chief Secretary's. Department,
which is confined to the four sections; or
items. that I have mentioned.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [5.40):
There are u few observations that I think
are pertinent on the general discussion of
this Vote. One observation to be made deals
with the licensing of street collections for
charitable and war purposes,. It might well
be that a better method could be adopted
than the present one. I do not know what the
experience of others has been, but my ex-
perience is that if you go down to Perth on
a Friday, unless you blazon your receipt on
your coat, you will be a-sked ag-ain and
again to subscribye. It is not a pleasant
thing to hiang these flags up on one's coat
and to walk about with quite a considerable
length of linen hanging on to one's lapel,
and I do not think that one should be sub-
jected to it. It surely is not beyond in-
genuity to devise a better plan than that of
street cadging. I am quite aware that it
has a great financial result, espe-cially when
the appeal is made by organisations like the
R.S.L., and we might very well agree to one
such appeal in a yearx; but on every
Friday- I

The M1inister for Lands: There are only
.50 in a year when collections can be made.

lion. N.KEE NAN: That is getting very
near to all Fridays.

The M3inister for Lands: That is the law.
Hon. X. KEENAN: Almost every Friday,

Mr. Chairman, if one is obliged to wander
or move about the streets, one suffers this
inconvenience of eternal cadging As I said,
surely a better and easier method could be
adoptud. For instance, I have often thonght
that if a collecting box wvere placed at the
corner of a street a. person could, as he
passed, if he felt so inclined, drop a coin
int it1.

The Minister for Lands: Not under that
method.

1l1on. X. KEFNAN. A person may drop
a coin into the box, but to have a female-
generally the collectors are females-

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And good ones, too.
The Premier: That is the lure!

lion. N. KEENAN: And good ones, as
the member for Subiaco reminds me, and
also sometimies mnost attractive. Unless a
person is lucky, however, he is seldom asked
by an attractive member of that sex. if he
has no luck, he simply falls a victim to what
might be called the old hard faces; arid they
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are not only for that reason Dot very
pleasant, hut one cannot shake them off-it
is impossible, as they are old habitues of the
game and give a person a very bad time if
lie does not answer their call. Seriously,
Mr. Chairman, can we not adopt some hotter
method than that of raising money for char-
ity and, of course, sometimes for objects
other than charity? There may be still some
necessary collections for war purposes. I
would ask the Minister representing the
Chief Secretary to devote his attention to
the possibility of discovering a better and
more pleasant way of raising money than
the present practice.

I desire also to say a few words on pri-
sons, although I do not wish to anticipate
the debate initiated by the Minister for Jus-
tice. I desire to speak on the prisons as
they exist. It is a fact, and a very sad fact)
that persons living in the neighbourhood of
Barton's Mill have, during the past 12
months, bad some exceedingly nasty experi-
ence;, owing particularly to the fact that it
appears to be the easiest possible thing to
wvalk out of that prison. For some reason
or other, some of the prisoners are only put
in one door and go out the other. They arc
out at night, and that would not matter were
it not a fact that they are a prey on society
when they escape. They must have means
to get away; they must have food; they
want clothing, and so those living in the
neighbourhood are in constant dread of hav-
ing their premises broken into by the escap-
ing prisoners and their goods and chattels
taken away. In addition, there is also the
risk, which parents particularly fear, of
these escaping criminals meeting their young
children and possibly interfering with them.

Is it not possible to make Barton's M1ill,
if it is to be continued as a prison, a safer
place for holding prisouers-1 Is it not pos-
sible that some electrically-charged wires
conld be put around the precincts, of the
prison andi other steps taken which are
taken every day for the pm-pose of confin-
ing prisoners-of-war, and successfully talkeon?
One hears very seldom of prisoners-of-war
breaking out of prisons;- bat at one time it
was almost a weekly occurrence at Barton's
Mill. This is a matter that undoubtedly
should bc very carefully guarded against in
the future. As for Pardelup, it is doubtful
whether it is achieving its object at all. At

one time, as the Minister for Lands will re-
call, prisoners were sent to Pardelup only on
recommendation, principally from the Sal-
vation Army. Officers of the Salvation
Army visited the gaol at Fremantle.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek: The recommenda-
tions were from the Prisoners Board, con-
sisting of a Salvation Army official and two
others.

Hon. N. KEENAN,. The board almost
entirely consisted of Salvation Army officers.

Hon. J. 0. Willeock: No.
Member: The Chairman was Brigadier

Inglis.

Ron. N. KEEN AN: I know the Salvation
Army officers took a very large part in it.
The reason they Were so effective is that they
were visitors to the Fremantle gaol and got
to know the prisoners. Consequently they
would be in a position to judge accurately
whether, if the prisoners wvere removed from
Fremantle and sent to the easier and wider
spaces of Pardelup, they would behave. I
would prefer that system to continue; hut
have we gone back to some system under
which an official puts a mark opposite a
prisoner's name and he thus becomes eligible
for removal? Undoubtedly, the old system
seemed to be iure succ~essful, as we had far
fewer escapes then than have taken place
in modern times.

I do niot think we ought to miss the oppor-
tunity to say a few words about the Obser-
vatory. The late member for Yilgarn (Mr.
Lambert) used always to tell this Committee,
on the occasion of the Estimates, what a
hopeless useless institution the Observatory
was from the State's point of view. The
Observatory occupies a very large piece of
land, and it is always a matter of consider-
able doubt whether the Commonwealth was
prepared to take over all the land or only
part of it, in the days when the member for
Geraldtoa was Premier, for the purpose of
an Observatory.

Hlon. J. C. Willeock: The Commonwealth
wanted the lot, but we would not agree.

Hon, N. ICEENAN> That is so; there was
a dispute as to how much land the Common-
wvealth was to get. The Observatory is clearly
ain institution the cost of which should he
entirely defrayed by the Commonwealth. It
is worth at great deal to the Eastern States,
because all weather comes from the west,
or at least nearly all weather;, anid, by warn-
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iag the Eastern States, they are able to take
all necessary precautions on the advent of
stormy weather, and are of course also able
to warn shipping.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek: That part comes
under the Commonwealth.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is of grat value to
the Commonwealth, but of no value at all to
US.

Mr. fioney: It is of great value to the
country people.

Mr. Seward: That is so.
Hon. N. KjEENAN: It is of no value to

shipping on this coast, because the stormy
wveather strikes the coast before the Obser-
vatory knows anything about it.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Commonwealth
pays for that part of it and maintains it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Why should the Corn-
monwvealth have only that section; why not
the whole lot? It does not seem to me that
there is any justification for dividing the
costs and saying that this portion, because
it is exceptionally valuable to the Common-
wealth, shall be paid for by the Common-
wealth; and that the rest, which is not of
exceptional value to anybody, is to be paid
for by the State. I hope that matter will be
taken into consideration and that some final
arrangement will be made, first of all as to
the amount of land the Commonwealth is
going to take and what is to be left at the
disposal of the State; and secondly as to the
total cost of the Observatory in all its
branches being met by the Commonwealth.
That is a matter that needs urgent considera-
tion.

M. ABBOTT (North Perth) [5.51]: I
want to emphasise the remarks of the mem-
ber for Nedlands on two points. The first
is in relation to street collections. I suggest
that the position has arisen that these are
no~t altogether voluntary collections; be-
cause, as the hon. member said, one is pes-
tered if one does not wear a badge, and un-
less one gives a certain fixed amount one
does not get a badge at all.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not true.
M r. ABBOTT: Yes, it is!
Mr. 'McLarty: No, it is not!I
The Minister for Lands: Except on Poppy

flay, that is not correct.
Ron. W. D3. Johnson: It is correct!
The Minister for Lands: It is not!

Mr. ABBOTT: So far as my personal ex-
perience is concerned, it is correct.

The Minister for Lands: You look too aris-
tocratic, that is the trouble!

Mr. ABBOTT: That may be so, and I
have no objection to paying; but there are
many people who earn their living in this
city and who have to frequent the streets
because of their occupations, and shillings
mean a great deal to them.

Mir. J. Hegney: And they are exploited
more than other people.

Mir. ABBOTT: Yes; and not only that,
but there are badges of varying prices. One
is a half-a-crown and another is a shilling.

The Minitter for Lands: Do you know
of any organisation that does thatI Can
you give us its name?

Air. ABBOTT: I cannot remember, hut
that happened to me personally not so very
long ago. The next time it happens, I will
give the Minister the information.

Hon. J1. C. Wilicoek: Some badges cost
more than others.

Mir. ABiBOTT: Yes; the member for Ger-
aldton has had an experience similar to
mine. In other States, collections are taken
up on the basis that people give what they
feel inclined to give.

Mr. Needham: In the great majority of
cases, that happens here.

Mr-. ABBOTT: The collections arc volun-
tary here, inasmuch as the collectors are
voluntary workers.

Mr. Needham: And the contributions are
voluntary.

Mir. ABBOTT: On many occasions I have
found it not so.

Air. Doney: You are quite right, too.

AMr. ABBOTT: That is my personal ex-
perience and it is something the Minister
may see fit to inquire into. I have the great-
est sympathy for the organisations which,
during the last few years, have been col-
lecting funds to assist worthy causes; but
it has been a little hard on necasionq on
the city worker who has had to meet these
contrihutions every week. I would also like
to support the comments of the member for
Nedlands relative to the Observatory. Dur-
ing the last few years. weather o%. erva-
tions have become increasingly imioitant
because of the need for anticipating climatic
conditions and keeping informed on this
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matter companies engaged in aviation. That
is purely a Federal matter, and steps should
be taken so that the whole of the weather
observations and other observatory work
may he a Federal responsibility.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[5.55], T am glad that I caught your eye,
Mr. Chairman, or that you caught mnine-I
do not know which is the correct way to put
it-because I would like to say something
on this matter before other members speak.
I do not want members to say unkind things
they will afterwards regret.

Hon. J. C. Wilieck: You want to have the
first word instead of the last!

Mrs. CAIIDELL-OLIVER: Yes, I do; be-
cause I feel that possibly there is an
erroneous idea abroad about street collec-
tions. I have often considered that there
migh-t be introduced a better method of rais-
ing funds than by street collections. In other
parts of the world I have seen this object
achieved by special stamps being afixc-d to
letters on a particular day, the money from
those stamps being given to the organ isa-
tion they were intended to benefit. For in-
stance, on Mother's Day or Child Welfare
Day or Kindergarten Day, letters carry a
particular stamp, and the money from the
sale of such stamps goes to the organisa-
tions concerned. I am sorry the member for
Nedlands does not always meet the pretty
girls! Most of them are in the men's offices,
so what can one do? I think that if men went
out and did a little collecting- and thus found
out how hard it was, they 'would not say
so much about it.

The Premier: I agree.
Mirs CARDELL-OLIVER: I know how

difficult it is. I have stood at street corners
in the morning before eight o'clock until nine
o'clock and have collected as much as £12,
not on account of my beauty hut on account
of my putting a box in front of the owen and
telling them that the money was. being col-
lected for under-nourished children. The kind
hearts of the men then persuaded them to
put their hands in their pockets and con-
tribute to the collection. During the last
few years, one organisation alone, concerned
with the provision of free milk for children,
collected £4,000 on street day appeals. When
it is realised that that money has kept 4,000
children in milk, I do not think anybody in
this Chamber should object.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: That would not be
confined to the metropolitan area, would it?

Mrs, CAR DELL-OLIVER:- Yes, the
metropolitan-suburban area.

Rlon. W. D. Johnson: What, £4,000 in one
dayI

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, £4,000
during the war years. All the collectors are
voluntary workers. It is getting harder to
secure their services, because they did so
much work during the war years. I wouild
not like the Committee to say any more about
this question. With regard to the badges,
sometimes a fixed amount is paid, but on
rare occasions the contributor is permitted
to give what he likes. One often finds people
who are beautifully dressed giving one penny
or twopeonce. They sometimes open their
bags, which contain heaps of two shilling
pieces, and search for a penny. On the other
hand, I have known a poor person put a
pound in a collection box and do it gladly.

Mr. Thorn: Probably the other person
carries his wealth on his back.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If we can find
a better method to get money for these or-
ganisations, by all means let us use it, but
members should not say unkind things about
the women doing this work unless they arc
prepared to go out and do it themselves. I
particularly wish to mention the prison at
Barton's Mill. I do not know how many
members have been there.

The Minister for Lands: Some members
have been lucky.

Hon. N. Keenan: Not as guests.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I wean, as
visitors. I believe, first of all, that we made
a mistake in having a prison at Barton's
Mill hecause I did hear one of our ex-Min-
isters say that it is built upon a catehmnent
area and will, therefore, sooner or later have
to be removed to another place. On the
other hand, I feel that Barton's Mill is a
most excellent prison. It is wonderfully
situated but it has not been wade attractive
to the warders. It is quite attractive to the
prisoners, although some do escape. It is
not attractive to the warders and that is the
difficulty about Barton's Mill. All the little
homes of the ward ers face the prison, and the
school faces the prison. There is no place for
the women to shop. The warders' wives have
to go, in a kind of bus, over bad roads, to
Kalamunda to buy what they require.
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The Government could well start a store
at Barton's Mill. The prison has its indus-
trial concerns and, although I will not say
that all the men there that I spoke to were
happy, they did not want to escape. They
knew they were there for having dlone wrong
and were willing to remain. But those people
might. be paid a little more in wages. than
they receive at present. I think each man
there receives about 5s. or less a week. They
should get a little more for the work they are
doing, even if the extra is kept until they
are released. If that were done there would
he more contentment. That is all I wish
to say, hut I would not like to think that
the Barton's Mil establishment is to be re-
moved from its present environs, It is a splen-
did place for the prisoners and it could be
made into an almost perfect prison. Some
of the little detached rooms and houses in
wvhich the prisoners live are beautifully kept
with photographs on the walls, and are very
tidy. Others are kept in a slovenly manner.
The prison has a very good library. I do
not know whether it has a picture show, but
it could have one. It could he made into
an exhibition prison. I trust that members
will have regard to what I said on the first
subject that I mentioned, and further that
the mn at Barton's Mill will be paid more
money, and that the place will be mnade more
attractive to the wurders.

MR. DONEY (Will ianis-Narrogin)
[6.5] : I desire to hark back to the conditions
at Pardelup, mentioned by the member for
NYedlands. I understood that Pardelup was
regarded as some sort of easement allowed to
les-er prisoners, following good behaviour at
Fremantle or places, of that type. But I
hardly think thut that can be the case now.
I certainly cannot agree that Brigadier Ingfis
and his associates on the board have the
selecting of prisoners for Pardelup now be-
cause the type sent there is of the very worst.

lion. J. C. Willeock:- Oh!

.1r. DONEY: That is so- As distinct from
what should be happening I amn describing
what is; happening. As a matter of fact,
something like two months ago there was in
the Frets a reference that would let mem-
bers know that what I am saying is correct.
Some of the very worst and lowest grade of
criminals arc seat there; criminals of the
most bestial type. These fellows roam over
the countryside when they escape, and many

escapes have taken place there lately-not
during the last six weeks, but prior to that.
Naturally such prisoners have spread terror
among the women and children there. I want
the attention of the appropriate Minister
drawn to this matter so that he may deter-
mine just how long that condition is to con-
tinue. I realise that the prison authorities
have not had sufficient accommodation for
prisoners, no matter of what type. They
have therefore been forced, I have no doubt,
to send to Pardelup prisoners who, normally,
would not be sent there. But still there
should be an end to that sort of thing, and
it is necessary that the Chief Secretary
should understand that a great deal of dis-
satisfaction still exists over this matter.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [6.71: I wish
to refer to the Statistician's Office, as I think
there is a great opportunity for improvement
there. Although that office does wonderful
wvork, I think we could add to it in certain
directions. It shows population returns and,
for the sake of argument, we could take a
town in China xvith a population of 50,000,
and compare it with a town in Western Aus-
tralia with a population of 50,000. The
population is the same, but they are aL dif-
ferent sort of people. According to the
Statistician, they are just the same, just
heads. I think an important reform could
be made in such returns; if the population
-was shown, together with the amount of
brake horse-power or electrical horse-power
available to that population.

In the rnited States, the amount of brake
horse-power for the population is shown,
and from that a-nyone can get an intelligent
appraisement of the district concerned. In
the next few years we hope to see many
thousands of electrical homse-power available
in the South-West, which will alter the wvhole
outlook in that area from the productive
point of view. I urge that, in showing the
returns of population, the Statistician should
dio it by districts, instead of merely showing
the population for the State, and that he
should also show the brake horse-power avail-
abile in those districts, indicating below the
amount per head. Then we could deal with
the matterY and compare our population and
horsce-power with those in other countries, ac-
cording to our technical and productive cap-
acity, instead of merely showing the number
of hieads.
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I would next urge that there should be a
return showing the amount of money lost
each year through unemployment. At pre-
sent, if there is a strike, the amount of moneY
lost through that strike is almost certainly
shown in the Press a few days afterwards.
The public arc regaled with the fact of that
loss, and the fact that if the workers had not
been on strike that money would not have
been lost. Yet every year there are thous-
ands of unemiployed-though not, of course,
during the war-and there is no indication in
the returns of what the loss is to the com-
munity, if calculated on the basic wage,
which would be the only way to do it. If that
information was put on the return each time,
we would have a far better grip of the situa-
tion for our own use in such questions. I
think, also, that the basic wage statistics
are not sufficient. There is an opportunity to
improve the statistics in this State from
which the basic wage is calculated. I am
fully in accord wi th what has been 'said by
the member for Nedlands and others on the
matter of street collections.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [6.10]: I
would not like the Vote to go through with-
out saying a word in defence of the Observa-
tory, from the country point of view. lit
is possible that the city-dweller does not
place much importance on the weather fore-
cast issued each day, but I assure members
that it is one of the most important items
that we have in the country.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The country people
tune in to the wireless to get the wveather
report.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so, and not only
the weather report, but the rainfall report
that comes out each day. The amount con-
cerned is £1,494, and I would be sorry to see
any discontinuance of the work of the Obser-
vatory. The weather information we have
been receiving from Mr. Ackeroyd is re-
markably accurate.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: He is a Common-
wealth man.

Mr. SEWARD: That is the difficulty; we
do not know whether we are dealing with
Commonwealth or State people. At all
events, I compliment Mr. Ackeroyd on the
accuracy of the information he has given
while holding that position. I hope that
that information to the farming community
will not be curtailed.

Another matter that I think needs recon-
sideration is that of street collections. That
was a war measure, in order to help certain
organisations, and collections were allowed to
be taken up in that manner for war pur-
poses. I think the time has come for this
to be reviewed, as there have been collec-
tions taken up for institutions not in any
way connected with war purposes. I think
the matter should be reviewed and many such
collections curtailed. I would refer to col-
lections, say, for the Australian Comforts
Fund. I do not think that is a fund for
which collections should be taken 'Ip on street
corners. The welfare of the troops is a
national obligation and we should not be
dependent on people donating a shilling or
two for such purposes. I hope the authority
controlling such war collections wvill reduce
them to the minimum-

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Registry and Friendly Societies,
£17,591-agreed to.

Vote-Prisons, £51,500:

Mr. SEWARD: I notice that the salary of
the Deputy Comptroller General ranges
from £511 to £C705. 1 do not know whether
there is a new occupant of the position or
what causes that large increase of almost
£200..

The Premier: The point there is that it
provides for a full year, as against a part
year in the last period.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Vote put and passed.

Totes-Observatory, £1,494; Police,
£29 1,000-agrecd to.

Vote-Cromn Law Offices, £999,750:
The CHAIRMAN: The question is that

the Vote be agreed to.

Mr. SEWARD: Surely the Minister for
Justice will introduce his Estimates! It is
hardly fair to the Committee to rush the
Estimates through without some explanation
from the Minister concerned. Has not some
arrangement been made for the Minister
to introduce the Estimates so as to give
the Committee some information?'

The PREMIER: As the member for Pin-
gelly must know, I have no desire that these
Estimates shall be rushed through. I had
hoped that the Minister for Justice would
be in his seat. I cannot account for his not



1462 [ASSEMBLY.1

being present. In the circumstances there
is no alternative, in fairness to the Com-
mittee, but to move-

That the Chairmain report progress and ask
leave to sit again.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the

report be adopted and leave given to sit
again.

Motion put and passed.

As to Procedure.

The Premier: Would I be in order if I
asked the House to vote against the motion
to adopt the report so that we might con-
tinue with the Estimates of the M.inister for
Justice who is now in the Chamber?

Mr. Speaker: No. Progress has been re-
ported and the Committee has asked for
leave to sit again.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We did not.
The Premier: My point that I put to the

Chair is, have we the privilege of continu-
ing with the discussion of the Estimates if
the motion for leave to sit again is not
carried 'I

Mr. Speaker: But I have declared it car-
ried.

The Premier: I do not think it was car-
ried because quite a number of ''Noes"
were called.

Mr. Speaker: If the motion was not car-
ried, the business would be where it was
and the Premier could go on with the Esti-
mates.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Premier himself
voted against adopting the report.

Mr. Speaker: On further consideration, I
am afraid the Premier is debarred from
going- on.

Mr. Mann: Could not we disagree with
Mr. Speaker's ruling?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If the motion were
carried that we do now adopt the report
and ask leave to sit again, is there any
time limit between the carrying of that
motion and the time the Committee can
sit again?

Mr. Speaker: The motion that was car-
ried did not give permission to the Com-
mittee to sit at a later stage of this sitting.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I submit it would
be perfectly in order for a motion to he
moved that Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair for the purpose of considering the

Estimates in Committee. There is no Stand-
ing Order to prevent that being done. We
asked for leave to sit again. Surely the
House can direct its own business!

Mr. Speaker: But the motion that was
carried was that progress he reported and
leave was asked to sit again-not for leave
to sit at a later stage of the sitting.

The Premier: We did not say that.
Mr. Speaker: That is the motion that

was carried.
Hon. J. C. Willeock: We reported pro-

gress and asked leave to sit again. When
the report was presented to the House, you,
Mr. Speaker, put the question and the
House, as far as I could judge, voted
against the motion.

The Premier: That is so.
Mir. Mann: That is correct.
The Premier: Yes, I rose to a point of

order.
Hon. J. C. Wilicock: The Premier could

have asked for a division, hut you, Mr.
Speaker, ruled that the motion was car-
ried.

Mr. Speaker: If the motion asking leave
to sit again were not carried, that would
be the end of the Estimates. They could
not be brought oil again.

Hon. J1. C. Wilicoek: We asked for a
division, but you, Mr. Speaker, ruled that
the motion was passed.

Mr. Speaker: If a division had been
taken and leave to sit again was refused,
the Estimates would be off the notice paper
altogether.

Hon. 3. C. Wilicoek: That is not what we
desire. The House wished to refuse to
adopt the report so that we could get back
into Committee and make progress with the
Estimates.

The Premier: I rose to ask for an inter-
pretation on the point as to whether if we
voted against the motion for leave to sit
again, I could move that you, Mr. Speaker,
do leave the Chair for the purpose of con-
sidering the Estimates. I desire to continue
with the business in the circumstances that
have arisen, and ask for a ruling regarding
the effect of a vote against the motion. Al-
though you, Mr. Speaker, declared the mo-
tion earnied, I wished to know the effect of
dividing the House so that we could con-
tinue with the Estimates of the Minister
for Justice.
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Mr. Speaker:- If the motion were not car-
.ried, the effect would be that the Rouse
refused leave to sit again.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: No, to report pro-
.grass.

Mr. Speaker: If the House refuses leave
to sit again that is the end of the Esti-
mates for the current year.

Hoa. W. D. Johnson: Suppose the Pre-
mier rose in his place and moved that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of considering the Estimates in
-Committee, there is no Standing Order, so
far as I know, to prevent that being done.
There is no time limit. If the motion had
been moved to sit again at a later stage of
the sitting, a time would have been stated,
hut we asked merely for leave to sit again.
There is no Standing Order to say that we
,cannot sit again, in the circumstances I
have outlined. It -would be perfectly in
order, I submit, for the Premier to move
that Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair
for the purpose of continuing with the con-
sideration of the Estimates.

Mr. Speaker: I rule that it would not be
in order. If the motion moved wvas for
leave to sit again and it was intended to
sit at a later stage of the sitting, the
Premier would have moved to that effect.
If the motion were not carried it would
mean the end of the Estimates altogether.

Mr. North: Then I will move to disagree
with Mr. Speaker's ruling and ask for a
division.

Mr. Mann: You cannot do that!
Mr. Speaker: The bon. member will send

the motion up in writing.
Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is useless doing

that. To disagree with Mr. Speaker's rub-
ing will get us nowhere.

Mr. North- I will not proceed with the
matter.

Mr. Speaker: I will call on the next
Order of the Day.

[Resumed at a later stage of the sitting.]

BILL-CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMZKDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:

The CHAIR MAN: Progress was reported
on a new clause moved by the Minister for
Education as follows:

4. Sections twvo and three of this Act shall
have effect only in relation to licenses granted
after the commencemlent of this Act.

to which an amendment had been moved by
Mr. Hoilman as follows:-

That the following proviso be added:-
''Provided that the licenses already operat-
ing shall cease to operate twelve months
af(ter the proclamation of the Act,'

Tfhe question is that the amendment be
agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
hope members will not area to the proviso.
Licenses arc granted under the Act for six-
monthly periods and nothing should he done
to interfere with existing licenses. A num-
ber of children have been engaged in street
trading, some for a few months, others for
one, two or three years and some possibly
for nearly four years. The intention is that
no child under the age of 15 shall he per-
mitted to engage in street trading, and that
age was selected because it is intended to
be the compulsory school leaving age. Until
that age is enforced, the Compulsory school
leaving age is 14, and this measure provides
that a license shall not be granted to auy
child tinder the age of 15. Thus between the
ages of 14 and 15 , a child would not be com-
pelled to attend school and yet could not get
a license for street trading. We should
stipulate that children now holding licenses
may renew them under the old conditions,
but that no new license will be issued to a
child under 15. That is a fair proposition.
I want to safeguard existing licenses and to
make it impossible for any child who does
not hold a license to get one until he is 15
years of age.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am surprised at the
arguments advanced by the Minister. He
shiould not argue on one clause in one way
and on another clause in the opposite way.
Following remarks by the member for
Geraldion last evening, an amendment was
moved and the Minister, in opposing it, said
that a lad should get a position elsewhere
instead of wasting his time in the streets.

The Minister for Education: I said that
the member for Gcraldton had put his finger
on the weakness in the proposal. That is
not opposing his suggestion.
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Mr. HOLMAN: I agree. with that, but the
Minister argued that a lad, instead of wast-
ing his time on street trading, should be
seeking some better form of employment.
'Yet tonight the M1inister uses that
argument in favour of allowing lads
to continue street trading. We have
agreed on the principle of keeping lads
away from street trading until they reach
the age of 15, but it is suggested that while
no new licenses should be issued, children
already holding licenses should be able tp
renew them. A lad of 12 remains on the
street for a further three years. When all
is said and done, the object of the Bill is to
keep the lad away from street trading.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek:; In the future.

Mr. HOLMIAN: The amendment is elas-
tie. It will not penalise the lads by taking
them off the streets at once, hut will give
them 12 months' grace. That period is quite
sufficient, in my opinion, to prevent any dis-
organisation in the selling of newspapers.
The reason advanced by the Minister in
favour of stopping lads from street trading
when they attain the age of 15 years is that
street trading would be suitable employment
for incapacitated servicemen on their dis-
charge from the Services. Are we to wait
over 12 months for these ex-servicemen to
take up street trading'? Does the Minister
infer that we [ave not gene far enough with
the Commonwealth Government's policy
for rehabilitating servicemen? Incapacitated
servicemen will be the first to be discharged
from the Services and it is our duty to pro-
tect any form of employment we can pro-
vide for themi. That is another reason why
the Committee should agree to the amend-
ment. Summing up the opposition to the
amendment, we arc agreeing in principle to
the Bill, but are doing so with our tongue
in our cheek. We shall be saying to a child
of 12 years that, although we agree he should
not be engaged in street trading, Me will
allow him to remain in that occupation for
another three years& I hope the amendment
will be agreed to.

Mfr. CROSS: I oppose the amendment. I
think it is4 silly. The member for Forrest
proposes to p~ermuit a lad of 10 or 11 years
of age to szell newspapersp let him continue
doing so for 12 months, and then take him
off the street.

Mr. Doney: That is quite right.

Mr. CROSS: I questioned one lad today
about his age and be replied that ho was 11.
I asked him what he was earning and hie re-
plied £4 3s. per week.

Mr. Hlolman: You should not tell the Min-
ister that.

Mr. CROSS: The Minister does not know
the lad. Some of these lads are earning fairly
large amounts by selling newspapers in tho
streets-as much as £3 or £4 per week-and
under the amendment, when they attain the
age of 14Y2 years, they will be denied that
avenue of employment and forced to take a
job at about £1 per week. I can imagine
how a boy would like to do that!

Mr. Holman, Once a lad attains 15 years
ho does not need a license.

Mr. CROSS: If lie attains 14%, years in
12 months' time-

Mr. Holman: As soon as he attains 15
years he does not need a license.

MAr. CROSS: I am referring to a lad who,
in 12 months' time, will be 141/. He would
then be compelled to cease street trading,
and it may so happen that at that time the
school leaving age will not have been raised
to 15 years. That boy would have to take
work at £1 a week or less.

Mr. Holman: He might do batter learning-
a trade.

Mr. CROSS: In my opinion, some lads
14 or 15 yeairs of age would be better off
selling papers; it would keep them out of
mischief. I recollect going to Victoria Park
after last Christmas and sieeing some of the
damage done by lads from 12 to 15 years of
ago who might have been selling newstpapers.
They had done a large amount of damage-
at the school, practically destroying the
library. They were lads who were not selling
newspapers. A fair number of lads from
Victoria Park go to the city to sell news-
papers and I consider they are profit-
ably employed. I have noticed that the aver-
age lad who sells newspapers, becomes an
acute business man in of ter-lifv. Let us
take an example froam 'Nature. As soon as a
bird cank fly, its parents toss it out of the
nest to earn its own living. I support the
Minister's proposal.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I would rather
that the Bill pass a-, it is drawn; neverthe-
less, I would be willing to accept the amend-
ment of the member for Forrest. MTy reasons
are that there is much misconception about
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the parent Act, which distinctly provides
that every license shall be ranted for a
term not exceeding six months, but may be
renewed from time to time and may at any
time be cancelled by the department. I think
the word "may" leaves a large opening for
anybody to challenge the issue of a license.
I have taken the trouble to interview a nm-
ber of children and some headmasters, and
I have found-

Mr. Cross: Where did you find them!
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The member

for Canning has had his say. I ascertained
that very few children continue at this work
for more than six or nine months. They
have their license and they have a particular
stand. At the end of that time somebody
comes along and asks, "Will you sell outl"
The children then sell out for £10 or £15,
as the case may be. The other one gets the
license quite easily; and some of the children
have been making, as the member for Can-
ning says, £C4 or £5 a week. Nevrertheless,
they sell out for £10.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Suppose they re-
fuse to seltl

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Few of them
do.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Are they likely to
sell out for £1.0 a business returning £4 a
week q

Mrs. CAlIIELL-OLTVER: They know
nothing of the capital value of the stand.

Mr. Cross: They are shrewder than you
are!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: What does a
child know about the monopoly of a stand!9
A child knows he may get £4 a week by
earning money at the street corner, of
which perhaps £3 or more wvill go to his
parents; but, if he knows that he can get
£10 from the sale, he will sell out. I inter-
viewed children and headmasters and found
that children engaged in street trading to-
day are for the most part two years behind
in their standard of eduetion- Only one
child out of 14 was up to the standard.
The rest were all two years behind and the
headmasters were entirely in favour of this
Bill and trusted that it would be put into
force.

Mr. Smith: You should have stuck to
your Bill.

Mirs. CARDELL-OLIVflt: I amn willing
to compromise by accepting the amendment
of the member for F orrest, because I realise

that in a transition stage such as this some
means should be given to these children to
adjust themselves. I ascertained today that
many of them are out of school before
three o'clock, selling papers in the after-
noon. Why is that, and how?7 Are we going
to allow this to continue? It is awful to
think that we who are here to protect the
children of this State should allow that
sort of thing!

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Committee should
accept the position outlined by the Min-
ister. I dare say that every member of
this Chamber is anxious to have children
taken away from street trading. Some of
them are of tender years, and we should
like to see a state of affairs whereby there
would be no necessity for children of such
an age to be so engaged. If the member
for Forrest's amendment were accepted, we
would still have children of tender years
engaged in selling newspapers and other
things. There is an economic side to this
question. The raising of the school age is
going to entail a greater responsibility
from the financial point of view on the
parents of the children. Economic neces-
sity compels some parents to allow their
children 'to engage in street trading in
order to assist the family income.

Mr. Abbott: Not in every ease.
Mir. NEEDHAM: I have not said in

every case, but I venture to sny it is so in
a majority of cases.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is not so in the
case of any of those I interviewed today.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member has
'tot a monopoly of information in this
matter. The majority of children engaged
in street trading are doing it because of
economic pressure.

'Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Then it is a dis-
grace to the Government!

Mr. NEEjDHAM: And to the Government
that preceded the Labour Government.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is a disgrace to
any Government.

M.%r. -NEEDHAMI: That is an aspect the
hon. member has entirely ignored.

MKr. Fox: Do not rake up something that
your Government did 30 years ago.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Alr. NEEDHAMN: For years, the party to

which the member for Subiaco belongs was
in charge of the Treasury and did nothing
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about the matter. There has been a lot of
talk about a new order, but so far I have
seen very little evidence of it. Still, I am
living in hopes. Until that new order is
implemented, however, and we see the
parents of these children in a better posi-
tion to keep them than they are today-and
they cannot go very far on a basic wvage of
£5 a week for a family of four or five
children-no matter how desirous we might
be to see these children taken from the
street and properly educated and eared for,
we must not close our eyes to the incontro-
vertible fact that stern economic pressure
compels the parents to allow their children
to engage in this street trading.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Perth has viewed this matter from the eco-
nomic angle, and I have become suddenly
alarmed from the industrial angle. If this
Parliament is going to say that it recog-
nises children must earn to help provide a
living wage for a family, where are we go-
ing to land ourselves with regard to child
endowment? Children are endowed until 16
years of age. State relief is provided,' and
assistance is granted to large families that
have a struggle to make ends meet. It is
all based on children up to 16 years of
age; yet now we are seriously considering
the granting of a right to children to earn
in order to supplement the family income.
That is too dangerous. If this Parliament
is going to father a proposition of that
kind, how long will it take to penetrate into
the Commonwealth Parliament in regard to
child endowment? How long will it be be-
fore the Employers' Federation and em-
ployers generally will recognise that Par-
liament itself states, the basic wage must
take into account the earining capacity of
members of the family under 16? Surely
wre are not going to get back to anything
of that kind!1 We must not in any way
encourage or recognise the earnings of
children. We must resist it so that
we will give every child an equal chance.
We preach that children should have equal
opportunities of education and proper stan-
dards of living, yet we admit in this Chain-
her that there are some who cannot get
those standards because of the domestic cir-
eumstances of their parents.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will tie this uip with the amendment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I will to this
extent: that I want, at the earliest possible
moment, to end the practice of children
earning money in the street.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is the object
of the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, and I ap-
plaud that object. I do not want the Bill
to grant any extension of time in connec-
tion with the stoppage of a practice that
has lately become lucrative. I have stood
at the Town Hall corner on many nights,
particularly Saturday nights, when the boys
have been selling the "Mirror." It is pathetic
to see them at that point until a quarter
to one in the morning. They get empty fruit
eases and put them by the corner of the
Town Hall and sit on them. I have stood
there listening to their discussions on their
earnings and spendings, and their general
outlook on life.

Mr. Smith: Youth speaks.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. It makes
me sad to know that this is going on after
midnight. I recognise with the Minister
that we must exercise commonsense. Gov-
ernment policy declares that children shall
remain at school until they are 15, and that
policy will he enforced as soon as the Gov-
ernment ran overcome the difficulties caused
by the war, and provide the necessary school
accommodation- The Minister said that
would be done as early as possible. I hope
that we will leave the Bill with the Minister's
amendment and not make any further addi-
tions.

Mr. GRAHAM1: Certain members seem to
overlook the fact that we have already agreed
that 15 shall be the minimum age. There-
fore the economic argument does not come
into the picture. We are discussing pro-
positions that seem to cushion the effect of
the application of this limitation to boys of
15 years of age, who are now engaged in
selling newspapers. On the face of it, it
may seem absurd that under the amendment
of the member for Forrest if a boy of 12 is
now engaged in street trading he will be
allowed to trade until he is 13 years of age
and no longer. But upon closer examination
we find that that is not so because we have
the Minister's statement that the selling of
papers by these boys interferes with their
school work and the study they do after
school hours.
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We are faced with the position that cer-
tain lads of tender years have licenses. In
order to be perfectly fair to them the amend-
ment seeks to give them 12 months' notice.
They may suffer hardship if they are given
notice to terminate their contracts imme-
diately. After all, some may have given
£10 or more for their stands. On the other
hand, the -Minister is apparently prepared to
allow boys of 12 to continue to make their
education suffer for the next three years.
Twelve months is sufficient time. It is bard
to believe that these boys wilt sail their
stands for £10 because I am informed that
many hundreds of lads of the ages of 12
and 13 are contem plating rushing to secure
licenses so that if the Minister's amendment
is carried they will be able to continue with
their street trading for the next three years.
That is undesirable. If the amendment of
the member for Forrest is not agreed to,
then it is my intention to vote against the
amendment proposed by the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is one very serious weakness in the
proposal of the member for Forrest, namely,
that it will result in discrimination. A boy
of 14 who now has a license will be per-
mitted to trade for at further 12 months
when he will become 15 and can then auto-
mnatieallv get a license to continue trading.
He will suffer no break. But the boy who
is one or two months short of the age of
.14 could not be re-licensed at the end of 12
months and would, therefore, have to stop
street trading. He then loses his stand wvhich
the member for Subiaco says is worth £10
or £15, because he cannot sell it as it will
not be his to sell. That is where the dis-
crimination comes in- If we took other ages
the position would work out similarly.

Any amendment making discrimination be-
tween a class or classes is a bad one and that
is why I urge that this amendment should be
defeated. My lproposal interferes with no
one. We do not like retrospective legisla-
tion. Boys who have already obtained
licenses have done so in the belief that if
they behave themselves their licenses will be
renewed. The fairest thing is to say to the
people who are already engaged in the work,
".We do not like street trading, but you have
started it and we (d0 not propose to take
from you something that you already have.
You can continue." Apart from that no new
licenses should in the future be issued to boys
under 15 years of age. At present we allow
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boys to leave school at 14. It is Parliament's
belief that they should not leave school until
they have reached the age of 15. We have
passed legislation for that purpose, but we
still allow them to leave when they are 14.
We are not ready yet to make them continue
at school till the age of 16, and we should
view this proposal in the same way.

Parliament believes that no child under 15
years of age should he engaged in street
trading, and that is a policy for the future.
Those who have been engaged in this trading
for one, two or three years, and who have
licenses, may have them renewed. Regarding
the point raised by the member for East
Perth, that ]ie had heard there were large
numnbers of boys going to rush to get licenses,
the member for Subiaco gave the answer to
that question and pointed out that the Child
Welfare Department may issue these licenses
at its discretion.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I did not say, "at
their dliscretion."?

Thu MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for Subiaco said, with regard to
the issue of licenses, that the important.
word was "may," and that it had a very wide
meaning, implying, of course, that the de-
partuierit had plenty of discretion in the mnat-
ter and was not obliged to issue the licenses.
The department will therefore not be obliged
to issue licenses to boys who just rush along
to get license, in order to evade the provi-
sions of the Act.

'Mr. Seward: What reason would the de-
pnrtmient requtire for refusing to grant a
license?

The M1INISTER FOR EDUCATION: IC
boys rushed along in large numbers to get
licenses it would be obvious that they were
doing so for that purpose.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Because Parliamert
had passed ani Act in the interim.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has9! been suggested that the economic aspect
of this matter should be taken into con-
sideration. MNembers took that into consid-
eration when dealing with the main purpose
of the Bill, wvhieh was to fix the age at whbich
the measure was to operate. It is true that
the children already engaged in street
trading will suffer a loss if preveated
from continuing, and there will bC a
diminution of the present family in-
conic, but the Government has taketn
stfop, to see thait the family income of widows
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and their children is considerably increased,
to obviate the necessity for children to en-
gage at an early age in street trading. Sub-
stantial increases, were recently made to the
allowances from the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, with this in view. Not only were the
actual payments to each family inttetisced
sulbstantially on a unit basis, hut a much
miore, liberal view was taken of the earnings
of members of families, and the allowances
made were not reduced by as much as was
the ease formerly.

We now permit any number of children in
a. family to earn £1 per week each outside,
without affecting the amount payable by the
Child Welfare Department, the idea bleing
that the family income should be so increased
as to enable the family to improve its stand-
ard of living. For the actual payment to he
made per unit we now take the Common-
wealth pension allowance as a basis, and that
i, the provision for the individual mother.
We supplement the child endowment of 7s.
6d. per child by a further 7s. 6d., so that
15s. per child is provided in addition to the
amount available to the mother. That scale
is practically the basic wage standard at pre-
sent, andl there is therefore no necessity to
have regard for the fact that children will
have to go out to work at an early age to
supplement the family income in order to
maintain a reasonable standard of living. It
wouild he unfair and unwise to approve of
an amendment that would result in discrim-
ination. We should permit a cushioning
down of the impact of this legislation by
permitting those already enigaged in street
trading to continue. But from that sta'geP
onwards no new licenses will be issued. Undler
the existingz law no license is required after
16 years of age, so a boy starting at 12 years4
of age at street trading, and continuing until
lie i9; 16 years of ago -with a license, can still
keep his stand in the city and sell papor-
without a Iieense when he is 16 or 17 year:;

efaze.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: He would not have

any ednueat ion.
The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION; He

could (to that without a licens;e. I cannot
imagine the young people to whom the mnen-
Jimr for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe referred 1I9-1
nigh1-hm- said they were getting a very vali-

ale education in buying and sellin~-
willingly selling for £10 a business that "A';
bringing £4 or £5 a week. A mere novice oF

24hour", experience at tile game Inight be so

caughit, bitt the~e young people are far too
hrcwdl for that. If they sold a stand today

for £10 the object would, in my view of the
position, be to buy it hack for £8 tomorrow.

Mr. Graham: Will the Minister now give
somne comnints as, Minister for Education?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
From the educational angle the position i4
ii, explained hy the member for Suhiaco, andi
that is why f moved, when this Bill camp
before the House, to extend the age, at
which the measure was to operate, from 14
years to 15 years, in order to make it co-
incident with what the compulsory school
leaving age will he. That does not alter
my view that it is unwise to show dis-
crimination, and that an amendment that
permits the continuance of trading for 12
months, and then cuts it off, gives an ad-
vantage to a certain group of children, be-
cause of their age, which is not a fair
proposition at all. Let those with existing
licenses continue, but grant no new licenses
beyond the age of J5, so that when this
measure becomes an Act any boy or girl
of 1i3 years of age cannot get a license
under any condition. Those who already
have licenses will continue with them. When

ty reach 15 years of age and nio longer
requiae licenses they can continue trading,
if they wish to do so. If the trading is to
cease imniediately we will not be able to
effect the transition as easily as the mem-
her for Forrest suggests, when lie says that
returned men will. immediately take up the
stands. Demnobilisation is a gradual pro-
cess and will extend much beyond 12
in on ths.

Mr. Holuman: Wlith regard to these men?

The M1INISTERi FOR EDUCATION:
Yes, because they will not be discharged
except inl accordance wvith the points Sys-
tem, and as the Medical Board is. prepared
to release them. Those discharges will be
distributed over the full period. It would
not he fair' to the returned men to throw
open all these positions in the Alrst 12
months and make thenm available to the
first lot of men discharged, leaving no
vacancies for those discharged later onl.
.k rda re~s causing these vacancies
to be' filled at about the same rate as thor
,rill ccur, will he, far better. I sincerely
honpe thn' Comnmittoe will not agree to the,
aimindment, movedI hr the member for For-
restI, hat will -upport my amendment.
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Mr. ABBOTT: So far as I could under-
stand his argument, the Minister put for-
ward only one point that should carry any
weight. Apart from that, hit seemed to ap-
prove entirely of the amendment mnoved by
the member for Forrest. The one argu-
thent of weight that the M1inister advanced
was his suggestion that there would be
discrimination. Oin that point I think his
argument was entirely fallacious, All af-
fected wvili be able to enjoy the privilege
for exactly the same time, namely, one
year, so there will hie no dliscriminationi.

The Minister for Education : Tfiey will
not enjoy it for the Samle time.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes, they will if the
amendment is agreed to. Up to the age of
14 there will be no break in street trading
and tho lads will be able to continue when
they are over age. Everyone will enjoy at
least one year's trading and in those cir-
cumstances I cannot see where any dis-
crimination enters into the question. At
any r-ate, any such discrimination would be
inl accordance with the Act. When the meie-
her for Subiaco introduced thle Bill it pro-
vided for children up to the ago of 14 years
so as to correspond with the school leaving
age. The Mlinister himself mnoved anl amend-
nient to inarease that age to 1o years. The
Minister also mntioned the eonomic
factor and indicated] that the argumient in
that respect had no force at all. After all,
the only basis for the Minister's argunient
was that it mi-ght intliet onl somep a sort of
commercial, injuistice. Ile suggested that
some lads mnight be deprived of thle value
that attaches to their licenses to indulge inl
street trading. I do not know that we
should he influenced by any -such considera-
tion. We should not allow children under
15 years of age to be influenced by reason
of the economic value attacehing to such
licenses, especially as it might prove very
mnuch to their disadvantage in later years.
I support the amendment. I would have
been satisfied with the original age of 14
years until the school leaving age was
r aised to 15 years.

The 'Minister for Education: Which
amendment do you supportI

Mr. ABBOTT: The amendment moved by
the member for Forrest. The Minister has
not furnished any valid argument for conl-
tinuing existing licenses for a period longer
than 12 months.

Mr. HOLMA'N: The Minister inl his wis-
dom has pointed out what he considers the
weakness of mny argurnents and has sug-
gested discriminations with regard to the
rights of boys to retain their street
trading- stands. 'That brings up the
financial aspect to the exciusion of the
objective of the Bill. To penatise
the children's school education we are asked
to look at the problem through financial
gl asses. It is suggested that my amend-
mnent will discriminate in doing what the
Minister told the Committee last night was
so necessary. When the Minister was advo-
eating the application of the measure to lads
01) to 15 years of age instead of 14 years
of age, he told us of his experience in the
Perth Boys' School where lads, in order to
engage in street trading, had to leave school
every afternoon and thus missed some of
their schooling. He told us that that wvent
on week in, week out and he remarked that
that lost time eoulId never he regained. Now
we are to brush aside the 'Minister's earlier
argument because a percentage of the child-
ren might be penalised with regard to the
retention of their stands!

We do not penalise the -rest of the child-
ren in allowing them to maintain their stani-
dard of education. Are we to have news-
paper stands for children or a better stan-
dard of education? If I listened to the
argaments of the Minister, I would certainly
vote for the better standard of education. If
there is any weakness in my argument with
respect to discrimination, it is a beneficial
discrimination seeing that it is for the bene-
fit of the kiddies. If we say that the children
arc to be allowed to carry on it will tend
to create a permanency for them. In fact, it
looks to nie like a three-year plan of per-
mnanency for street trading for children.
Rather than that, my amendment will provide
a cushion in the breaking down of that
aspect. The memuber for Perth wade refer-
ence to economic pressure. We all know
about that phase, but surely we have enough
faith in the State Government and the Com-
mon wealth Government to believe that that
economic pressure will not continue for three
years. I have sumficent faith in them to
believe that economic pressure will not be
brought to bear on those children.

The argument about the es-servicemen was
not advanced by me. It was the Minister
who said that the stands would be wanted
for them. To say that demobilisation would
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necessitate the children being kept on the
streets for three years so that ex-servwcemen
could then come in is to stretch the point too
for. The member for Canning eharacterised
my argument as silly, but so long as that
is not the opinion of other members, I shall
be satisfied. I entered into this discussion
to assist the 'Minister for Education to re-
tain the standard of education for the child.
rn. I have not complained of the behaviour
of the newsboys. I know that those boys
have been taught to be thrifty and some
of them have savings bank accounts that
would amaze many people. I ask that they
he given an opportunity to continue their
education. A few nights ago we were told
that legislation was designed to bring the
greatest good to the greatest number but
that it must penalise somebody. That must
be the effect of this measure, hut it will
tend to the greatest good for the children.
liy amendment will permit of the principle
of the Bill being preserved.

Mr. WITHERS: I appreciate the value.
of the Bill in its original form. None of us
should be proud to support child labour for
F;elling newspapers in the streets. I would
like to see all the children off the streets.
The argument of the member for Forrest
is illogical. He is prepared to allow a child
of i13% to remain on the streets until he is
14 ,', but at that age he should he put off
the streets on account of his education. The
amendment of the Minister is definite. If
a child of 13 is allowed to continue until
14 and the school leaving age of 15 is intro-
duced, it would be illogical to allow the
child to continue on the streets until he is
15 years of age. I am surprised that the
member for S -ubiaco did not accept the
amendmcnt, whvich represents evolutionary
action to break down the existing system.

Mr. Ifolman: Do you believe in the prin-
ciple of the Bill that children should not
ho on the streets?

Mr. WITHERS: I would not hare them
on the streets at all. This is a step in the
right direction and I hope that eventually
children will be kept off the streets entirely.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I appeal to
the manhood of members not to accept the
amendment allowing children to be on the
streets nntil they reach 15 years of age. The
member for Quildford-M1idland made a most
appealing speech and I thought he was on
the right lines, hut he ended most illogically
by mnpporting the Mlinister's proposal. If

we believe that children should not be allowed
to engage in street trading, bow can one
logically support the Minister's proposal?

lion. W. D. Johnson. The M1inister's pro-
posal was 15, and your Bill stipulated 14
years (if age.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIV ER: I accepted
the Minister'si ameiidmnt to increase the
age to 15 and would have provided for that
age originally, but refrained from doing so
because we bad not implemented the Act mak-
ing the school leaving age 15. The most im-
portant years of a child's life are between
the ages of 12 and 14, and now we are asked
to allow them to be on the streets during
that p)eriod. They can stay there until they
are 15 years. If there is any discrimination
it is by the Minister in allowing the children
to remain on the streets. I hope members
will use their commonsense and vote for the
amendment of the member for Forrest.
There must be a transition stage and I con-
sider the member for Forrest has been very
miodest in fixing the period at one year.

Amendment put and negatived.
New clause put and passed.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

AN4NUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.
As to Resuemption of Committee of Supply

Stage.
The Premier: M1r. Speaker, in connection

with the matter of reporting progress and
asking for leave to sit again when the Esti-
mnates -were adjourned earlier in the Hitting,
since the Standing Orders are silent on the
p)oint as to whether we may resume, can you
advise the House whether it is now com-
petent for me to move that you (10 now leave
the Chair for the purpose of fnrther con-
siclering the Estimates in Committee?

MrT. Speaker: I point out to the Premier
that where our Standing Orders are -silent,
we refer to the practice of the Commons in
the Imlperial Parliament of Great Britain
an(I Northern Ireland. On looking up
"M1ay," I find that it is possible to do as
the Premier desires, although it is very
seldom done. "May," 11th edition, at page
493. says-

... and in the Commons, the committee
direct the chairman to report progress and
nak lp-ire to sit ng~in. On th" chairman's
report, the lhonso has occasionally thereupon
rax',lrel itself again into the committee.
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I am prepared to accept a mo
House go into Committee of S
Estimates.

The Premier: Mr. Speaker,I
That you do now leave the

p)urpose of considering the Ann
in Committee.

Motion putt and passed.

In4 Committee of S14p
Resumed from an earlier staj

ting; Mr. Rodoreda in the Ohs
Vote-Crown Law Offices,i

tinued) :

THE MINISTER TOR JUE
E. Nuisca-Kanowna) [8.551]:
Estimates for the Crown Law
toral, Land Titles, Stipendiary
Supreme Court, Public Trusi
Licensing. Usually these Estir
very interesting because they ins
figures which, unless followed
arc not of as much value to
they would be later -when the
"Hansard"~ and are read by
such Should be the ease. The
pected to he derived from all soi
probate, law courts, departi
titles, Crown Law, and Public
is estimated at £352,000, as co
the actual revenue of £381,015
1944-45. The estimate is £19,'
the revenue received for the p
cial year. The following stal
the expected increases and del
the respective headings, when cl
the collections for that year:

Calc- JEst- 7n
tI, mate,

1044-45. 1045-40.
£1 F

Probate . 275.477 250,000
Law Courts ... 00,34t 05,000

CrowtmnaI- 8,011 7,000
land Titles 24,135 27,000
Public Trust

0111cc 13,051 13,000

£381,015m £362,000

Net decease-110O15.

With regard to the estimate of
£6250,000, last year the -revenuei
this heading was £275,477.
for the Law Courts is £65,001
mated that collections under thi
show an increase of approx-ii
over those for the previous
crease expected being mainly i

fines anti Supreme Court fees.
for Departmental, Crown.Law,

tion that the
apply on the

Imove-
Chair for the
ual Estimates

Ply.
ge of the Sit-
iT.

:99,750 (eon-

ITICE (Hon.
I submit the
Offices, Elec-
*Magistracy,
tOffice and
nates are not

Tolvc so many
very closely,
members as

~y appear in
members, if

reduction under this heading of approxi-
mately £1,011 is anticipated, and from the
folio wing statement it will be noticed that
over 5O per cent. of the contemplated de-
crease is attributed to commissions which
will be received from the Commonwealth
Savings Bank branches serviced by State
officers. The decrease under this item is
brought about by the fact that the Common-
wealth Bank branches at York and Wagin
are now staffed by their own officers-

Collctions.
Departmental-rovc Law, 1044-45.

a
2,344

0-21

4.47
1,013

1,32$
010

380

161
996l

Public Trust Escheats.
Local Court Eseheats
itnkruptcy Escheats
Legal Costs Eseheats
Legal Services Escheats .

CommIssom from Commonwealth
Savings Banks ..... ...

Blankruptcy Services
Refund of fiues from Common-

wealth for liquor prosecutions
Unclaimed Moneys, Supreme

Court
Miscellaneous

Estimate.
1945-46.

F
4,0004-

5100
50

530
1,000

$00
020

400

1,100

£8,011 £7,000

revenue ex- The estimate for the Lands Title Office is
Trees, namely, £27,000, which is £,2,865 in excess of last
mental, land year's collections, and compares favourably
Trust Office with pre-war figures. With the noticeably

impared with increased activity in real estate business
received for there should be no dilliculty in obtaining

015 less than the revenue expected. The estimlate of the
revions finan- Public Trust Office is £13,000. The revenue
Lement shows from this office is derived from comnmis-
creases under sions received from the estates adminis-
ampared with tered; and since the creation of this office

* in 1942, there has been a steady increase

crease. De in the business handled, However, this
creatse. year it is not expected that the revenue

K £ earned will exceed the amiount collected for
2h,477 the last financial year. The estimate of the

101Crown Law olces is .09,750. For salaries,
2,905an amount of £86,000 is p)rovidled as against

51 an expenditure last year of £84,707. The

£7,524 £26,550 amount estimated shows an increase of
- £ 1,293 on last year's expenditure. The ad-

probte dtyditional amount is required to meet stntu-
probeie udrty, in creases due to a number of officers

The estimate during the year. For law hooks, £E150 is
). It is esti- provided, last year's expenditure being
s heading will £124. This amount is required for the pur-
nately £C4,'659 chase of law books for the Crown Law

year, the in- library, and the amount does not vary to
Police Court any great extent each yecar. The "Inciden-
The estimate tals'' estimate is £3,600, as against an ex-
is £:7,000. A penditure lost yeAr of 49a,800. The esti-
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mated expenditure is apportioned as fol-
lowys:

Postages
Telephones
'rrarewng
Water, Fuel, etc.
Statioaery, Stores,
Miscellaneous

£E
700
900

1,350
. . 270

etc. .. .. 150
230

£o,00

For general elections, the sum of £3,500 is
provided, last year's expenditure being
£.1,067. In addition to the normial inciden-
tal expenditure for the Electoral Depart-
nient, provision is also mnade for the cost of
a Legislative Council biennial election
which will be held in this financial year,
and also for the costs incidental to the
Greenough by-election. With regard to in-
quests, £1,800 is allowed as against an' ex-
penditure last year of £1,916. In the past,
the expenditure under this item has not
varied to any great extent and the amount
estimated should again he suflicient to meet
all requirements. On law books, £200 is ex-
pected to be expended; the figure was the
same last year. This amount is paid annu-
ally, and the department receives quarterly
100 copies of the AV.A.. Law Reports. The
sum of £3,000 is provided under the item
''Witnesses anti Jurors.'" ]last year the
expenditure was £2,775. This is an item the
expenditure of which is, contingent entirely
on the activities of the various courts. The
bulk of the expenditure is associated with
the Criminal Court and the number and
nature of the cases before this court prac-
tically control the expenditure uinder this
heading.

It is anticipated that the expenditure onl
circuit courts will he £150, as against £171
last year. The amount under this heading
is required to provide for the cost of any
expenses which mnight be incurred by a
Supreme Court judge travelling on circuit
and to cover the travelling expenses in-
curred by the Crown Prosecutor and his
clerk when travelling to attend Courts of
Session throughout the State. Under the
heading of "Awards and Law Costs," £250
is provided, the expenditure last year being
£C369. The bulk of the amount under this
heading is utilised for the payment of out-
side counsel briefed to conduct prosecu-
tions on behalf of the Crown. For the de-
fence of destitute persons, £100 is provided,
as against an expenditure of £74 last year.

This provision is to meet any legal costs in-
curred under the Poor Persons Legal As-
sistance Act, and in the past few years this
amount has been sufficient to meet the re-
luirenients. The expenditure last year onl
Native Courts was f183. this year the esti-
mate is £2001. This is another item where
the expenditure is governed by the number
of cases broug&ht before the court -,and it
can only hr estimated on the basis of the
previous year' s expenditure. Under the
hleading of "Public Trust Office-Ineiden-
tads,'' an amount of £E800 is provided, the
expenditure last year being £C949. The
amount asked for under this heading is to
meet the incidental expenses necessary for
the administration of the 'Public Trust
0ffice and is apportioned as follows:-

Postages andI Telephones
Travelling .

Stationery and Stores
Miscellaneous
Advertising
Ten nioney
Commtzissionls to Agenits

* .300

* . 50
50
40

*. .. 300
10
50(

£800

I come now to "Licensing." From liquor
licenses, the estima ted revenue is £80,250;
last year's revenue was £E86,260. The
revenue under this heading is derived fromt
minimuma annual fees and tive per cent. and
six per cent, additional fees as prescribed
under Sections 72, 73 and 201 of the Licens-
ing Act. The collections have -shown a slight
upward trend over the past two years, and
it is anticipated that there will be a further
small increase in the eollections this year.
However, there is nothing to indicate
that the liquor trade -will show any
increased activity which will have the
effect of substan tially increasing the col-
lection for the year. Other licenises
are estimiated to yield £750 as against £738
last y-ear. This, revenue comes from fees, for
billiard tables and employment brokers'
licenses and does not vary to any extent from
year to year. On the expenditure side, an
amount of £2,530 is estimated, last year's ex-
penditure being £2,528. This item covers
the salaries payable to the member-, of the
Licensing Court and one typist. For con-
tingencies. there is allowed £170 as against
an expenditure of £150 lest year. This item
ig re-uired mainly tdi meet the cost of travel
liao by members of the Licensing Court and
ira-lude-; the amiount necessary to recoup the
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liailway Department for rail fares incurred
in this travelling.

I propose now to give details of estimated
receipts under the heading of "Miscellaneous
Services." The figures are as follows:-

Papyable by Commaonweath--
High Court services of State

Tasatilon Department,-serrices
at LAnd Titles Office ...

Pensions Deparltment ..
Coinionw~ett Bank, pro por-

tion paid for cleaning Boulder
onfce .. .. ... ..

?Iorkers' Honmes Board, Corn-
nmissions on collectIons ..

water Supply. services of Clerk

of C o u r ts N r o g n
one-thirdsaary of Messen
ger. Bisnbury

Railways, service of Clerk to
Minilster ... .. ...

Collectlons-Crow lLaw,-
Sale of confiscated goods ..
Telephone Recoups firom

offiers .. .. ..
uMelaneous

Rece ipts. Estimato,
104-45 1045-40.

f£ L

120 120

200 200
25 25

65

118

25

32 so

25 ..

32 50

178 175
186 S00

£906 £1,100

lion. N. Kecenan: Under what heading are
these items in the estimatesI

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Those
details are at the very end. In past years I
have not worried very much about those fig-
ures because most of them are in the report.
The estisuates are very similar each year. The
increases and decreases usually balance out.
Because the estimates of the departments ad-
ministered by the Minister for Justice are so
similar each year there is not very much to
be said in regard to them.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [9.10]: The
Minister has given us a mass of figu res that
are all contained in the statement before us.
I expected some detailed reviewv of the acti-
vities of his department. I would like to
have some information on the operations of
the Public Trustee's Office which was estab-
lished a little while ago with the object of

'assisting, the poorer section of the commu-
nity. Itwas to make more readily available
to those people the legal facilities necessary
to wind up estates.

The Minister for Justice: For any section
of the community.

Mr. SEWVARD: Yes, but particularly in
connection with the smaller estates. When
anyone has come to me with a small estate
my advice has been to go to the Public Trus-
tee.

Mr. Abbott: He is more expensive than
anyone else.

[5~71

Mr. SEWARD: Unless the Public Trustee
wakes up and does some work I shall not
do that in the future.

The Minister for Justice: That is not a
fair statement, because the Public Trustee
has done a good job. He is enthusiastic and
helps the public wherever possible.

Mr. SEWARD: I gave the Minister the
opportunity to tell us how he has done that.

The Minister for Justice: The Public
Trustee has--

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Air. SEWARD: I directed a constituent

of mine to go to the Public Trustee with'
about as simple a matter as possible. In this
case the man's wife died intestate and a block
of land was registered in her name. The
whole property was mortgaged to the Agri-
cultural Bank. I wvent to the bank and said,
"All that has to be done is to get this block
of land, which is your security, transferred
into the name of the father or the son." The
bank could not do that because it would he
defrauding the probate. There was no pro-
bate. The Public Trustee has been dealing
with this matter for 15 months now and has
not finished with it yet!

The Minister for Justice: There must be
some difficulty about it.

Mr. SEWARD: Difficulty, my foot! An
official of the Lands Department came and
valued the property over 12 months ago. He
told the husband of the deceased woman that
the matter would be fixed up in a few weeks.

The Minister for Justice: Give me the
name of the person involved and I will look
into it.

Mr. SEWARD: I shall, with pleasure.
We should step up this department; there
should not be such delays over small tran-
sactions

The M1inister for Justice: The officers of
that department arc anxious to do their best.

IMr. SEWARD: I wish to mention the
matter of the stipendiary magistrates. In
the years gone by when travelling facilities
were difficult and our magistrates could not
be here, there and everywhere, we adopted
the practice of appointing justices of the
peace. The time has now arrived when the
Government might well review that practice
and terminate the appointment of these hon-
orary justices. Appointments of some really
young boys are beiti recommended. Those
people are not fitted to occupy the position,
or to sit on a court bench becaulse they very
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often become the mouthpiece of the local
policeman. With better travelling facilities
we might wrel1 consider doing away with our
honorary justices and letting the stipen-
diary or resident magistrates carry out
those duties together with their other work.

The Minister for Justice: The honorary
justices have done a wonderful job.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so, and in many
eases the men appointed are quallified to
hold the position. But latterly I can see de-
terioration.

The M1inister for Justice: Can you give
me specific instances?

Mr. SEWARD: I know of two or three
cases that were sent to Perth and the de-
cisions altered. I would like to hear some-
thing from the Minister on the recent ap-
pointment to the Licensing Court. I notice
that two members retired and one has been
reappointed. I do not know the age of the
mail who has been reappointed and made
chairman, hut I think he is pretty well up
in years.

The Minister for Justice: He is under 70.

Mr. SEWARD: I hope he is! I think
it is generally recognised that when a man
reaches the age of 65 he should retire.

The Minister for Justice: The retiring age
of the Judiciary is 70 years.

Mr. SEWARD: The Licensing Court has
previously come up for criticism here.
When the two members of that court re-
tired, it was an opportunity to appoint a
new court altogether. Matters in that
sphere want straightening up a bit. During
the war years some of the hotels closed and
generally did as they liked. At some hotels
it was impossible to get served because
of the crowd there, and at others people
could get only a small amount of liquid
refreshment. We have our Licensing Act
and we should see that it is observed.
The hotels are here to provide the tra-
velling public and the public generally
with whatever refreshments are required,
whether liquid refreshments or meals. Fre-
quently hotels will not serve meals. If they
experience difficulty in gettinz staff then
that should be taken into consideration and
assistance made available to them, but
the travelling public should be able to get

service throughout the State from the hotels.
I will not mention the State hotels now be-
cause they come under different Estimates.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.17" p.m.

2Qeishlie Council.
Tuesday, 30th October, 1945.

Auditor General's reyrt (Section "A ') ... ..
afll: Soil Conserve, tnSI..aA........... .....

Closer Settlement Act Amendment, Sa.. passed ..
Administration Act Amendment (No. 2), 3B.,

Bules Registration Act Amendmenmt, recoine.
Medical Act Amendment, IR........... ....
Town planning and Development Act Amend-

ment, Isa.......... ..-........... ....
Supreme Court Act Amendment (No. 1), I . ..
National Fitness, 2nR., Corn............ ....
Stat. Government Insurance Office Act Amend-

meat. 21. ........................ ....

The PRESIDENT took the
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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Chair at

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Section "A," 1945.
THE PRESIDENT: I have received from

the Auditor General, in pursuance of Sec-
tion 53 of the Audit Act, 1904, for presen-
tation to the Legislative Council, a copy of
the Treasurer's statement of the Public
Accounts of the State of Western Austra-
lia for the financial year ended the 30th
June, 1945, together with Section "A" of
the report thereon. It will be laid on the
Table of the House.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

1, Soil Conservation.
Returned to the Assembly with an

amendment.
2, Closer Settlement Act Amendment.
3, Administration Act Amendment (No.

2).
passed.

BILL-BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.

On motion of Hon. A. Thomson, Bill re-
committed for the further consideration
of Clause 2.
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