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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

MR. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Anditor General a copy of Section “A”
of his report on the Treasnrer’s statement
of the Public Accounts for the finaneial year
ended the 30th Juoe, 1945. It will belaid
on the Table of the House.

‘"HANSARD."’
Statement by Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAEKER: T have io report to the
House that after the debate on the Supreme
Court Aect Amendment Bill (No. 2) last
night, when there seemed to be some dissatis-
faction about the copy for “Hansard” hav-
ing been altered, I called for the original
transeript and found that no alteration
whatever had been made to “Hansard” with
the exception of one word, which was simply
a correction.

QUESTIONS,
CONDUCT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

As to Imstruction by Police.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Edu-
cation :

1, To what extent is instruction in good
c¢onduet being given by a police officer in our
schools? Are private schoels, ete., included ?

2, Ts the aim to stop vandalism?

3, Did the idea originate with Couneillor
Vivian of Cottesloe?

4, Has he any reports as to the value of
this effort?
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The MINISTER replied:

1, A pumber of lectures have been given
at metropolitan schools on various subjeets.
In these lectures stress is laid on the neces-
sity for the good conduet of pupils in streets,
parks, public vehicles, ete. Private schools
are included.

2, In addition to other objectives, yes.

3, The depariment is not aware of the
origin of the idea.

4, Yes. Letters of appreciation have been
received from head teachers and parents, but
sufficient time has not eclapsed to assess the
real value.

HON. P. COLLIER, M.LA.

As to Completion of 40 Years’
Service.

MR. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier: This being the last sitting day
of the House prior to Saturday next, which
marks the completion of a record period of
40 continmous years of distinguished Parlia-
mentary service in the interests of the peo-
ple of Western Australia by the membesr
for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier}), is the Pre-
mier aware that all members of the Legis-
lative Assembly would appreciate a snitable
acknowledgment of the occasion by him as
Leader of the House?

The PREMIER. replied:

This question would warrant my making
a reply in the form of a statement. I hope
T have that privilege. Although I had no
knowledge of the intention of the member
for East Perth to ask this question before
the House met, it is with very great pleasnre
that T express, on behalf of myself and of
the Government, and not excluding any mem-
ber who would wish to comment, my personal
appreciation, as well as the appreciation of
the people of this State, of the wonderful
contribution to publi¢ service and public life
of the State by the member for Boulder. It
was my privilege to be taken as a fledgling
Ministor in 1933 to the Lonn Couneil by the
member for Bounlder; and at his hands I
enjoyed many considerations and from him
I learnt very much which has been of in-
estimable assistance to me during my period
of publig life.

I eould pay no greater tribute to the ser-
vice which the hon. member has rendered to
the State than by mentioning the obvious
weight that his words carried in the Federal
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sphere. I noted that when Federal Trea-
surers were in the Chair they would, after
debate of involved financial matters and
after all other opinions had been expressed,
put the direct question, “What do you
think, Mr, Collieri” The service which
the member for Boulder has given to this
State has been an unselfish service. He has
left his mark not only on the Legislature but
also on the public life of the State. I am
glad, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the mem-
ber for East Perth has asked the question,
for I think it very timely and opportune
that there should be placed on the records
of this House the appreciation of Parlia-
ment of one of the greatest parliamentarians
this State has known.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, N. KEENAN: Mr. Speaker, I join
very gladly in what has just been said by
the Premier and I endorse everything he
has said. The member for Boulder and
myself eame to this House at the same time.
He has been here continuously, whereas I
was absent for a great number of years;
but, Mr. Speaker, although he and I have
always indulged in first-class serapping in
our parliamentary career, we have been the
very greatest and best of friends outside the
House, and I appreciate his friendship more
than I could possibly find words to express.
8o I join very gladly in what has been said
by the Premier in honour of the member
for Boulder,

Mr. DONEY: T am very happy indeed to
associate myself with the very ecomplimen-
tary remarks that have fallen from the lips
of the Premier and of the member for Ned-
lands on the occasion which has been per-
mitted by the question of the member for
East Perth. Everything that the Premier
and the member for Nedlands have said I
very cordially snbseribe to, and I am sure
that if the Leader of the Opposition were
present he would take precisely the same
view. I think the member for Boulder has
at least this one distinction—he has, as a
matter of fact, very many distinetions—in’
that he is almost the only member of this
House with whom I have never had what
we might term a brawl during debate. I do
not know whether that is a distinction he
would value, but certainly it is one. To me
and to many other members—not knowing
the ex-Premier as well as some members—
his name, indeed, he himself has become
somewhat of an institution in Western Aus-
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tralia. I mean that Philip Collier is more
than a mere Premier. I know the present
Premier will not misunderstand me there.

I recall this too, as I hope the ex-Premier
can, that on a certain occasion in Narrogin

-he did me the honour to take me into his

confidence during a talk we had while sit-
ting on an old fallen-down York gum tree;
it was a conversation the like of which I had
not had before with any public man in this
State and one which I have always treasured
as a particularly happy and interesting
memory. I do not know whether the hon.
gentleman remembers that; but let me pay
him the eompliment of saying that I remem-
ber it and always will. With those few
remarks I feel I can safely associate every
member on these benches.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : As one who has
had the privilege of a longer association in
Ministerial office than has any other member
of the House with the present member for
Boulder, I would like to add a few words
voicing the respect and esteem which must
be paid to a man of his outstanding char-
acter and capacity. I bave attended many
Premiers’ Conferences since the member for
Boulder vacated the office of Premicr; and
I found that while he has an excellent re-
putation throughout this State on account of
his statesmanship and general lofty quali-
ties, he is regarded in Eastern States cireles,
to perhaps an even greater extent, as omne
of the most cutstanding men who have ever
appeared in the political life of Australia,
I remember the stand he adopted, as the
Premier mentioned, during the time of the
depression, and the remedial steps which had
to be taken to right the industrial and eco-
nomic life of Australia at that period. A
good deal of it was experimental at the time,
but it is very nice to be able to say that
the attitude ndopted by Western Australia’s
representative on that oceasion, though it
was a bit novel, was proved to be correct a
few years later; and the adviece he gave and
the contributions he made at that time were
of outstanding bhenefit, not only to the people
of this State, but to Australia as a whole.

As a Parliament, we owe a debt of grati-
tude to the member for Boulder, inasmuch
as he set a high standard of political con-
duet in the Chamber, T am pleased to say
that when I took over the position from him
I endeavoured to follow in his footsteps.
As a result of the standard he set, the affairs
of this Chamber have heen condueted with



1450

more dignity and decorum—and I do not de-
sire to make any invidious comparisons—
than has been the ease in the Parliaments of
other States. There has heen a general spirit
of good fellowship, We have fought our
battles on prineiple, but we have been pre-
pared when the oceasion arose, outside of
matters of prineiple which we came here to
defend, to display mutual respeet and es-
teem. Such a condition of affairs can be
engendered only provided the Leader of the
House sets the example. So the politieal life
of Western Australia is indebted to the mem-
ber for Bonlder for the example he set, for
the line of conduct which he took and which
has heen followed since, and which I know
the present Premier is anxious to emulate,
if not to excel. Therefore, on that account,
and particularly in view of the lengthy asso-
ciation I had with the member for Boulder
and, as the vears went by, the even greater
respect and esteem which I came to have
for him and his attitude towards political
and public matters generally, I am very
pleased to associate myself with the remarks
that have been made.

Mr. SHEARN: Since we have not a leader
on this bench—may I say that our presumed
leader is ill—I wonld like on my own behalf
and on behalf of those associated with me to
endorse the commendations thai bave de-
servedly fallen from the lips of previous
gpeakers. During the time I have heen pri-
vileged to be in this Chamber, I have learned
of the tremendous value that the member for
Boulder has heen to ihe life of this State.
I feel sure that however much we may differ
from him in his political ontlook and expres-
sions of view, we estcem him in the highest
degree; and, looking hack over the years with
the deepest pleasure and happiest recollec-
tions, 1 associate myself and those on this
beneh  with the expressions of goodwill
already conveyed to the hon. member.

Hon. P, COLLIER: To me, as to the pro-
verbial voung lady, “This is so sudden and
unexpected!” However, I appreciate very
much the kindly sentiments expressed hy the
various speakers concerning whatever little
gervices I have been able to render to this
Parliament and to the State of Western
Australia. Naturally my thouchts go hack
along the years, and I recall the many mem-
bers that have passed throwgh this Cham-
ber sinece 1905—like Bill Adams’ army at
Waterloo, good men all of them! There are
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not many of the old ones left. As the then
member for Kalgoorlie has stated, he and I
entered this House on the same day.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Nedlands, you mean,

Hon. P, COLLIER : He was then the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, as the member for Guild-
ford-Midland will recall. The member for
Guildford-Midland is the only member of
the House present who was here in the years
previous to 1905. We have seen many men
eome and go, and T am glad to have had the
oppeortunity and privilege of making their
acquaintance. I have nof in recent years
taken such an active part in affairs and am
not =o well acquainted with some of the
younger and newer men in the Chamber. If
my friend, the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, is one of the men with whom I have not
had a verbal brawl, not many of the older
members would be able to say as much.

I am happy to feel that whatever disputa-
tions we may have had on the floor of the
House, we were always able to wander out
into the corridor and be good friends after-
wards. I think I am not giving away
anything not already known when I say
that another notable man who entered
this House on the same day as I—the 27th
October, 1905—was Sir James Mitchell.
Throughout long years, we sat on opposite
sides of the House, he leading one party
and I the other. In all the clashes that were
inevitable thronghout those years, never once
did either of ns have occasion to give ex-
pression to sentiments that wounded the feel-
ings of the other, That was in marked con-
trast to the first fow years I spent in this
House.,

I reeall well now that the feeling between
the parties was very bitter in those earlier
days. In the first four or five vears I was
here, we Qid not associate at all outside of
this Chamber. Along the corridors, one could
see a gronp of members of one party in one
alcove, and a group from the other party in
another alcove. We silently pasted each
other alone the corridor; and even in the
bar we seldom melted to the extent of join-
ing in conversation. There was a very bitter
feeling indeed in party polities. Tt seemed
somewhat unnatural to me, althoush I was
rather keen on doinz my share of the fizht-
ing in the disputes of those days. T think it
was largely dne to the kindly attitude of Sir
James Mitchell, when he became leader of
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the party now sitting on the other side of
the House, and to myself when I took up a
similar position with this party in May, 1917,
that all, or at least a great deal, of the per-
sonal antagonism was dropped. We agreed
in conversation that, while we eonld carry
on strenucus opposition te each other inside
the Chamber, we should leave -our quarrels
here and not carry them into the precincts of
the House.

I am glad to observe that that policy has
grown with the years. No special praise is
due to us today when we say that there js
no Parliament in Australia conducted in a
more friendly and kindly way than is the
Parliament of Western Australia. That has
been so for many years past, and long may
it continue! I have had the privilege of re-
presenting the one constituency for 40 years.
So long as the electors of Boulder are satis-
fied to keep me here, I shall earry on until
I reach that stage when I think I might re-
tire from this Chamber and take a seat in
another place. But I feel that I have not
yet reached that stage. However, one never
knows whether the electors of Boulder of the
present generation, mostly men and women
who were born in the distriet, will eontinue
to have the same wisdom and pereepfion as
their fathers and mothers, and their grand-
fathers and grandmothers. Mr. Speaker, and
friends, I appreciate very deeply the kind
sentiments expressed by the members who
have spoken which, I am sure, are endorsed
by every member of the House.

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE,

THE PREMIER (Hon, F. J. 8. Wige—
(ascoyne) [4.53]: I move—

That on Wednesday, the 31st October, and
each alternatc Wednesday thereafter, Govern-
ment business shall take preeedence of all
motions and Orders of the Day as on other
days.

MR. DONEY
{4.54]): T had risen not quite realising the
nature of the motion but, having taken a
glance at it, I see that it is the motion cus-
tomary at this time, and one to which I
think objection is never raised. I shall fol-
low the usual procedure of taking the
motion for granted and agreeing to if,
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MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.55]: 1 hope
that private members will still have their
rights, net only in connection with the
motions at present on the notice paper but
regarding others that may be introduced. I
can realise that the Premier is getting an-
xious about the closing part of the session
beecause of the heavy legislation coming
down. Some of our sittings have been
short, I sinecerely hope the Premier will give
an assurance that consideration will be given
to private members’ business, and also that
any future ilems of business will receive
assistance instead of being slaughtered in-
nocents in the last part of the session.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise—
Gascoyne—in reply) [4.56]): This motion

is customary ab about this time of
the year. My predecessors have al-
ways observed the points raised by
the member for Beverley, I went to

the trouble of looking back to see not only
the approximate time at which the motions
were moved but-how many private members’
motions and items of business appeared on
the notice paper, The number of such items
ranges from nine to 16 as a rule,

Hon. N. Keenan: That is a pretty wide
range.

The PREMIER: Yes. On two oceasions
in recent times there have been nine such
items, one year there were 14 and one year
16. On this oceasion there are five items of
private members’ business on the notice
paper. I assure the House that even on
days when Government business takes pre-
cedence, private members’ business will, if
it is necessary and desirable, have considera-
tion. But in any case, before the session is
finished, due consideration will be given to
the rights and privileges of private mem-
bers, and I hope that at the end of the ses-
sion no objection will be raised that their
business has been treated scantily.

Question put and passed;
agreed to.

the motion

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING,
1, Medical Act Amendment.

2, Town Planning and Development Aect
Amendment.

Transmitted to the Couneil.
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BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne) [458] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill provides for exemp-
tion from the operations of the Land and In-
eome Tax Assessment Act of land held by
recipients of pensions under the Common-
weglth Widows’ Pensions Scheme. The con-
cession is alse extended to any pensioner
who is in receipt of a pension under the
Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act to the
extent that it applies to serviee pensions
whieh are limited to persons who ave in a
condition of firancial distress. The purpose
is to provide exemptions from land tax on
land held by persons in receipt of widows’
pensions under the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Widows’ Pensions Act of 1942-43,
and for service pensioners under the Aus-
tralian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act of 1920-
1943, also a Commonwealth Aect. Members
will reecall that the present Aet provides for
the exemption of pensioners from land tax
on land held by any invalid or old age pen-
sioner under the Commonwealth Aet,

The social legislation of the Commonweult’,
has, in recent years, been extended to include
and provide for pensions for widows, and
the Government is of the opinion that this
class of pensioner also should be exempted
from the incidence of land tax. In taking
the opportunity to extend the operations to
pensions under the Australian Soldiers’ Re-
patriation Aect, the Government is of the
opinion that the Act should be extended to
make such a provision. Both widows' and
service pensions are sihjeet to a means test,
and in all respeets the test is similar to that
applicable to the invalid and old age pen-
sioners. The exemption is already in the
Act for those people, in Section 3 of the
Pensioners’ Rates Exemption Act of 1922-43,
and to embrace the two classes of persons
dealt with in this Bill the Government is
desirous that provision shonld be made for
them in this manner.

In practically every ¢as: the exemption
will apply to the land of the widow or service
pensioner, upon which o home is crected.
That is the position in almest all cases,
For that reason I feel sure there will he no
objection, from any section of the com-
munity, to giving to these people this small
constderation. The proposal will apply to
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land that was held at the 30th June, 1945,
and in all snbsequent years. There is nothing
else in the Bill but a simple provision to
provide the exemption for the recipients of
those two classes of pensions, in addition to
the privilege expericnced by the pensioners
under the Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act.
I do not think further commin, o weeded
and T move—
That the Bill be new read a second time.

On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—MAREETING OF ONIONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER I'OR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin—North-East Fremantle)}
[5.5] in moving the second reading said:
The bulk of the onion crop in Western Aus-
tralia, which is grown mainly in the metro-
politan area, is marketed during the months
of January and February. Unfortunately,
Western Australian onions cannot be effec-
tively stored. They have poor keeping quali-
ties and, after May, serions loss occurs to
growers who attempt to store them. For this
reason the growers used to market their crops
and endeavour to dispose of them as quickly
as possible, with the result that there was
always a serious glut of onions on the mar-
ket at that time, with consequent low prices.
Later in the year, when most of the onions
had been sold, there was a shortage, with
consequent high prices. At the request of
the growers a Marketing of Onions Act was
introdueed in 1938, providing for a poll of
growers to be taken. That poll was taken
in 1939, and the Act became operative in
the 1940 season. The operations of the board
set up under that legislation resulted in the
rationing of onions on the market, with a
consequent increased average price fo the
preducers.

Prior to 1940 it was not unusual for the
price of onions to be as low as £4 or £5
per ton during the weeks following imme-
diately after digging, and for the prices then
to soar to £40 per ton or more for stored
or imported onions later in the year. It
is obvious that growers have benefited from
the rationing of onions on the market, but
that has not been at the expense of the con-
sumers. During the five years that the
board has operated the eonsumer has paid
less than 1%d. per lb. more for ominns than
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in the years 1936 to 1939, before the board
came info operation. In the years 1936
to 1939 the price of onions, over the period
March to June, was 2.46d. per lb, and dur-
ing the period September to December,
2.92d. per b. During the period 1940-41, in
which the board had been operating, the priece
between March and June was 2.72d. per lb,,
and during the period September to Degem-
ber, 3.63d. per lb. The table I have just
quoted shows the price during the period
when stored onions are supplied by the board
from local production, and the price during
September to December when imported
onions are on the market.

It is to be remembered that we have just
passed through a war period, during which
it could be expected that the prices of com-
modities would be somewhat increased. They
have inereased, and yet the figures I have
quoted show that there has not been a large
increase in the price of onions sold during
that period. It can be truly said that the
increased return the growers have received
has certainly not been at the expense of the
consumers. It should be noted that, prior
to the operation of the board, although the
produeers reeeived low prices during March,
the price to the consumers during that month
was not appreciably lower than later in the
year. Normally we would expeect that if the
crop were marketed with a consequent glut
and reduced prices, the consumers would en-
joy the henefit of those reduced prices. But
that has not been so0, and the explanation is
that the merchants bought the onions that
were marketed and took the risk of storage
and for that risk they secured increased
prices at a time when prices should have been
low. They were prompted to adopt that
course and, heecause the omions would not
keep, obtained that cxtra return. The pro-
ducer prefers to take the risk himself rather
than that it shruld be accopted hy the mer-
chants and that the consumers should not
get the benefit of the redueed prices which
ought to have followed when the glut was
on.

The Onion Marketing Board did not oper-
ate during 1943 becanse the Commonwealth
Government, throngh its Service Foodstuffy
Office, made eontracts direet with certain
erowers rather than deal with the hoard.
Upon the matter being inquived into, the
Service Foodstuffs Office proflered the ex-
planation that it was unaware of the exist-
ence nf the board and the regulations but

intimated that it much preferred to deal with
the board. That has been the position since
that year. Those growers that took advan-
tage of selling their onions direct tp the
Service Foodstulfs Officc then attempted to
get the Onion Marketing Board to markec
the balanee of their erops after they had sup-
plied the more luerative eomtracts with tha
Army. The board refused to do that,
stating that if it was to handle onions it
required fo handle the whole and not merely
a portign of the crop.

A majority oi' the growers are satisfied
with the opcrations of the board but it has
to be admitted that there is a small number.
as there will always be in any such scheme.
who prefer to sell their crops immediately
they are dug rather than risk a small pro-
portion of their output suffering from de-
terioration, which would result in their being
called upon to take a share in the storage
costs. In its operations the board has fol-
lowed a policy of obtaining estimates of the
anticipated crop and then notifying grow-
ers from time to time as to the proportion
of the crop it desires to have marketed. That
method operated satisfactorily until last sea-
son when two growers complained that they
had suffered losses through deterioration be-
canse the board had rot taken delivery of
their onionz within a reasonable time.

The Act requires the board to take delivery
of all onions within a reasonable time, which
means that the board is called upon to find
storage acecommodation for the stocks, and
it has no such storage accommodation. There
is also an added diliculty hecause of the dif-
ference in crops. There is & difference in
the storability of onions and that in itself
makes it extremely difficult for the board to
arrange for proper storage, The Solicitor
General advises that because the policy fol-
lowed by the board for five years is not in
accordance with the Act members of the
hoard are responsible personally for any
losses that may ocear. Hence it is pro-
posed to amend the prineipal Aet by means
of the Bill which I am now introducing so
that we ean legalise the practice whiech has
been followed by the hoard during the period
it has heen operating.

It is proposed that the section requiring
the aequisition of the onion erep by the hoard
shall he deleted and a new section inserted
to legalise the present procedure of the
board, which is that it will expect growers
to make an estimate of their anticipated
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erops and then from time to time they will
be required fo market a proportion of their
crops. Safeguards are included against over-
estimates and under-estimates on the part of
growers. The existing provisions of the Act
for the payment of advances to growers will
remain but a new amendment is proposed
which will authorise the board to deduct
from the proceeds of sales an amount not
exceeding 124 per eent. of such proeeeds
for the purpose of meeting administration
expenses.

The Aect reguires that the total proceeds
shall be distributed among the growers, in
congequence of which it is impossible to ad-
minister the legislation. No funds have been
provided to enable the board to funetion, and
it is neecssary that it shall bave funds in
hand with which to commence the nexi sea-
son. It is desirable to provide against con-
tingencies. The Bill, comparatively speak-
ing, is very short and the remaining amend-
ments ineluded in it are consequential upon
the two I have ontlined. The Onion Market-
ing Board has suggested that the amend-
ments arc neeessary in order to ensure its
smooth working and to enable it to continue
on a proper basis the poliey which the exist-
ing Act does not really entitle it to follow.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned.

RESOLUTION—GAOL SITE AND
MODEEN PRISON REQUIREMENTS.

T'o Inquire by Joint Committee.

Message from the Council requesting the
Assembly’s coneurrence in the following re-
solution now considered :—

That a committee of three members of ench
House of Parliament be appointed to inquire
into:—

(a) The requirements for a modern gaol;

(b) whether the site selected by the Gov-

ernment, known as the Claremont
site, should be wsed for this purpose;

(e) if not, to report on and recommend any

alternative aite.
That the committee may adjourn from time
to time, and from place to place; may sit on
those days over which the Houses stand ad-
journed; have power to ecall for persons,
papers, and records; and shall report to His
Excelleney the Tdeut.-Governor.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [5.18]: I move—
That the resolution be agreed to.
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I do not think that any member of this
Chamber bas been in gaol because he has
been convicted of any eriminal offence, but
nevertheless 1 expeet that most of us have
visited the Fremantle gaol and seen both the
inside and the outside of that institution. I
believe all members realise the eonditions
that obtain there. During the war years
prison administration was very difficult and
the problems that confronted the Gaols De-
partment from time to time were embarras-
sing. The reason was that we had to move
the prisoners from the institution at Fre-
mantle to a place in the hills. We all realise
that the Fremantle gool is a relic of the past
and that it should be replaced by a modern
institution with more amenities and better
conditions generally so that our prison sys-
tem may be brought more into line with
that of other parts of the world and permit
of reforms being carried out. The experience
gained following the compulsory evacua-
tion of the Fremantle gaol has been of great
advantage not only to the Government, but
also to the community. It has emphasised
the unsuitability of the present building and
has amply demonstrated the need for a new
one. Having this in mind and having
also the ezperience of Barton’s Mill, the
CGovernment appreciated the necessity for
seeking another site and, after taking ex-
pert advice, we obtained the best authorities
available to us in Australia to view, with
the Minister, the various sites suggested for
a main gaol.

Mr. J. Hegney: The committee will only
have the same expert advisers.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prob-
ably it will, but seeing that this is & very
important matter, we thought it only fair
to give the House an opportunity to discuss
it. We selected as the site for a main gaol
an area of ahout 225 acres near the Clare-
mont Mental Hespital, but no sooner was
the decision made than protests were lodged
against its heing used for that purpose, not-
withstanding that we had taken expert
opinion on the matter. Sometimes, of course,
such protests are lodged for reasons other
than objeeiton to the site on the score of
unsuitability,

Mr. MeLarty: Wherever you proposed to
put the new gaol, there would he protests.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That is
s0. If we supgested establishing it on one
of the islands near Esperance, there would
be a protest probably on the ground that
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it might affect some vested interest. A
deputation waited on the Minister and not
only protested against the use of the seleeted
site, but also objected to the new gaol being
located anywhere in the metropoliten area.
At a meeting organised to protest against the
adoption of this site and aitended by Parlia-
mentarians, & motion was passed requesting
the Government to defer action.

Mr. J. Hegney: Who were the Parliamen-
tarians?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know. Upeon the request of the deputa-
tion being received by the Government, we
thought it only reasonable to recommend the
appointment of a joint committee to inves-
tigate the matter further.

War circumstances led to the transfer of
the inmates of the Fremantle gaol to Bar-
ton’s Mill and demonstrated the necessity
for having more than one gaol. We realise
that we must not only provide a site for a
main gaol, but should also consider the re-
form of prisoners to a greater extent than
has been done in the past. When the
prizsoners were transferred to Barton's Mill,
the military authorities took over the Fre-
mantle gaol and, although they eontrolled it
only temporarily, we experienced great dif-
ficulty in earrving on. However, we have
learnt the value of iniroducing an inter-
mediate clagsification of prisoners, and so
the experience we have had will be of ad-
vantage in introducing prison reform.

After having transferred the prisoners
from the Fremantle gael to Barton’s Mill
and experienced many diffienlties in conse-
quence, we had eventually to return the worst
types to Fremantle to keep them in a place
where, in the interests of the eivil popula-
tion, they could not get away. I do not
wish to mention names, but members will
recall that quite a number of prisoners es-
caped from Barfon’s Mill and that it is
necessary to have a main gaol to held such
prisoners. The Fremantle gaol, I have been
told, was established in 1855, whieh is 90
years ago, and to do anything with it would
be very expensive. Whatever was done, it
could not be brought up to the standard of
modern gaols in England, the United States
of America and even the Eastern States. T
have been informed that arehitecturally the
gaol does nof lend itself to modernisation.
The walls are vermin-infested and are
erumbling with age, and the cells are also
vermin-infested.
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It is possible that the Government will be
faced with a major problem in dealing with
the eriminal population.  There is little
doubt that the number of prisoners will
increase; probably the aftermath of war
will create a tendency in that direction. So
we were faced with the problem of recon-
structing the old building, which has been
condemned by authorities, or of selecting a
new site and building a new main gaol to
hold prisoners who could not be held in the
intermediate elassification eentres. The
new gaol need not be of as big dimen-
sions as the old one on account of the re-
form methods which have been adopted and
proved to be very satisfactory. I feel now,
hecanse we have had to leave the Fremantle
gaol, that that will be a great help in the
direction of the modernisation of our
methods in the future so far as prisoners in
this State are concerned. We should de-
velop such places as Barton’s Mill, not neces-
sarily at that very place but in other places.
We want establishments of the Pardelup
type, for they would have a great effect in
regard to reform.

I am told that our methods here are hope-
lessly out of date compared with methods
used in other parts of Australia. Tbere it
not much I can say with respect to gaols.
I can only emphasise that the Goverrmenl
is very anxious to get the best and most
suitable sites, a site where prisoners can
make themselves more or less self-supporting
not only from the point of view of second-
ary industries, but that of primary industries
so that they may be able to grow their own
vegetables and other commodities that are
necessary for their own sustenance while in
prison. Work will do them good. So far
as the main gaol is concerned, only those of
very bad charaeter will be kept there. If we
have another intermediate gaol and then Par-
delup, we shall be able to classify the prison-
ers in aecordance with their character and
disposition. I hope the reso*uticn of another
place will be endorsed by this House.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
,journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th October; Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote-—Chief Secretary, £32,584;
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THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise--
Gascoyne) [5.35]: In introducing the Esti-
mates for the Chief Secretary’s Department
there is nced for me to make but slight com-
ment. The Chief Sceretary's Department
covers prisons, Registry and Statistician’s
Office, War Fund Council, Observatory and
Correspondence Despatch Office. The War
Fund Council is associated with the head
office. The Chiet Secretary is the chairman,
and the work dome is under his immediate
supervision. The War Fund Couneil has in-
volved a considerable amount of work. Alto-
gether, 350 war funds have been approved,
involving subsequent disposal of the takings
through their operation. The figures diselose
that approximately £2,230,000 have been
distributed to the various patriotic causes,
In connection with the Registry and Statis-
tician’s office, figures are compiled and pre-
pared for the various uses of government,
and both these departments are under the
control of the Chief Secretary. The Prisons
Department constitutes one of the function
of control under the Chief Secretary's auth-
ority. Some of the problems associated with
gaols are well known to members,

Barton’s Mill was instituted because of
war eireumstanees rendering Fremantle a
place to ke used as little as possible, partien-
larly for gaol purposes, when threats of in-
vasion of this country were with us. At
Fremantle until recently the major portion
of the pricon was oceupicd by the Military
anthorities, and they =tayed there during the
whole of our piriod of anxiety wuntil the
conclusion of the war with Japan. The ar-
delup Prison Farm is heing earried on, and
many of its activities are now worked in
ac=geigtion with the Department of Agricul-
ture, and quite a lot of useful work is being
dene in a rural sense hy the use of prison
labour for that purpose. In regard to the
Observalory, it is necessary to make very
little comment. The State {ime serviee oper-
ates from that extablishment, and is used for
synchronising times in connection with rail-
wayvs, post-offices, lighthonses and the like.
Shipping, ton, i< adviced twice duily from
the Observatory in connection with times.
Tide tables and all those things associated
with the observations condueted at the Ob-
servatory alse emanate from that institution.
I think it unnecessary to elaborate on the
work of the Chief Secretary's Department,
which is confined to the four scetion: or
items that T have mentioned,

[ASSEAMBLY.)

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [5.40]:
There are u tew observations that I think
are perlinent on the general discussion of
this Vote. One observation to be made deals
with the licensing of strect collections for
charitable and war purposes. Tt might well
be that a better method eould be adopted
than the present one. T do not know what the
experience of others has becn, but my ex-
perience is that if you go down to Perth on
a Friday, unless you hlazon your receipt on
your coat, you will be asked again and
amain to subseribe. It 4s not a2 pleasant
thing to hang these flngs up on one's coat
and to walk abont with quite a considerable
length of linen hanging on to one’s lapel,
and I do not think that one should be sub-
jected to it. Tt surely is not beyond in-
gennity to devise a better plan than that of
street eadging. I am quite aware that it
has a great financial result, cspreially when
the appeal is made by organisations like the
R.8.L., and we might very well agree to one
snch appeal in a year; but on every
Friday— -

The Minister for Lands: There are only
50 in a year when collections ean be made.

Hon. X, KEENAXN: That is gefting very
near to all Fridays.

The Minister for Lands: That is the law.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Almost every Friday,
Mr. Chairman, if one is oblized to wander
or move ahout the streclts, one suffers this
inconvenienre of eternal cadging As T said,
surely a better and ensier method could be
adopted. For instance, T have often thought
that if 4 collecting box were placed at the
corner of a street n person could, as he
passed, if he felt so inelined, drop a eoin
into it.

The Minister for Lands: Not under that
methad,

Hon. N. KEENAN: A person may drop
a coin into the box, but to have a female—
generally the collectors are females—

AMrs. Cardell-Oliver: And good ones, teo.

The Premier: That is the lure!

Hon, X. KEENAXN: And good ones, as
the member for Subiaco reminds me, and
also sometimes most attractive. Unless a
person is lneky, however, he is seldom asked
by an altractive member of that sex. If he
has no luck, he simply falls a vietim to what
might be called the old hard faces; and they
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arc not only for that reason not very
pleasant, but one cannot shake them off—it
is impossible, as they are old habitues of the
game and give a person a very bad time if
he does not answer their call. Seriously,
Mr. Chairman, can we not adopt some better
method than that of raising money for char-
ity and, of course, sometimes for objecis
other than charity? There may be still some
necessary collections for war purposes. I
would ask the Minister representing the
Chicf Secretary to devote his attention to
the possibility of discovering a better and
more pleasant way of raising money than
the present practice.

I desire also to say a few words on pri-
sons, although I do not wish to anticipate
the debate initiated by the Minister for Jus-
tice. I desire to speak on the prisons as
they exist. If is a faet, and a very sad fact,
that persons living in the ncighbourhood of
Barton's Mill have, during the past 12
months, bad some exceedingly nasty experi-
enees, owing partienlarly to the fact that it
appears to be the easiest possible thing to
walk out of that prison. For some reason
or other, some of the prisoners are only put
in one door and go out the other, They are
out at night, and that would not matter werc
it not a fact that they are a prey on society
when they eseape. They must have means
to get away; they must have food; they
want elothing, and so those living in the
neighbourhood are in eonstant dread of hav-
ing their premises broken into by the eseap-
ing prisoners and their goods and chattels
taken away. In addition, there is also the
risk, which parents particularly fear, of
these eseaping eriminals meeting their young
children and possibly interfering with them.

Is it not possible to make Barten's Mill,
il it is to be continued as a prison, a safer
place for holding prisoners? Is it not pos-
sible that some eleetrically-charged wires
could be put around the preecinets of the
prison and other steps taken which are
taken every day for the purpose of confin-
ing prisoners-of-war, and successfully taken?
One hears very seldom of prisoners-of-war
breaking out of prisons; but at one time it
was almost a weekly occurrence at Barton’s
Mill. This is a matter that undoubtedly
should be very carefully guarded against in
the future. As for Pardelnp, it is doubtfyl
whether it is achieving its objeet at all. At
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one time, as the Minister for Lands will re-
eall, prizoners were sent to Pardelup only on
recommendation, prineipally from the Sal-
vation Army. Officers of the Salvation
Army visited the gaol at Fremantle.

Hon, J. C. Willecoek: The recommenda-
tions were from the Prisoners Board, con-
sisting of a Salvation Army official and two
others.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The board almost
entirely consisted of Salvation Army officers.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: No.

Momber: The Chairman was Brigadier
Inglis.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I know the Salvation
Army officers took a very large part in if.
The reason they were so effective is that they
were visitors to the Fremantle gaol and got
to know the prisoners. Consequently they
would be in a position to judge accurately
whether, if the prisoners were removed from
Fremantle and sent to the easier and wider
spaces of Pardelup, they would behave. I
would prefer that system to continue; hut
have we gone back to some system under
which an official puts a mark opposite a
prisoner’s name and he thus becomes eligible
for removal? Undoubtedly, the old system
seemed to be more sneeessfnl, as we bad far
fewer cscapes then than have taken place
in modern times.

I do not think we ought fo miss the oppor-
tunity to say a few words about the Obser-
vatory. The late member for Yilgarn {Mr.
Lambert) used always to tell this Committee,
on the occasion of the Estimates, what a
hopeless useless institution the Observatory
was from the State’s point of view. The
Observatory oceupies a very large piece of
land, and it is always a matter of eonsider-
able doubt whether the Commonwealth was
prepared to take over all the land or only
part of it, in the days when the member for
Geraldton was Premier, for the purpose of
an Observatory.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The Commonwealth
wanted the lot, but we would not agree.

Hon. N. KEENAN': That is so; there was
a dispuie as to how mueh land the Common-
wealth was to get. The Observatory is clearly
an institution the cost of which should be
entirely defrayed by the Commonwealth. It
is worth a great deal to the Eastern States,
because all weather comes from the west,
or at least nearly all weather; and, by warn-
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ing the Eastern States, they are able to take
all necessary preeautions on the advent of
stormy weather, and are of course also able
to warn shipping.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: That part comes
under the Commonwealth.

Hon, K. KEENAN: It is of great value to
the Commoawealth, but of no value at all to
us.

Mr. Doney: It is of great value to the
country people.

My, Seward: That is so.

Hon. N. KEEXAN: It is of no value to
shipping on this eoast, because the stormy
weather strikes the coast before the Obser-
vatory knows anything about it.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Commonwealth
pays for that part of it and maintains it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Why should the Com-
monwealth have only that scetion; why nat
the whole 1ot? It does not seem to me that
there is any justification for dividing the
costs and saying that this portion, because
it is exceptionally valuable to the Common-
wealth, shall be paid for by the Common-
wealth; and that the rest, which is not of
exceptional value to anybody, is to be paid
for by the State. I hope that matter will be
taken into consideration and that some final
arrangement will be made, first of all as to
the amount of land the Commonwealth is
going to take and what is to be left at the
disposal of the State; and secondly as to the
total cost of the Observatory im all its
branches being met by the Commonwealth.
That is a matter that needs urgent considera-
tion.

MR. ABBOTT {North Perth} [551]: I
want to emphagize the remarks of the mem-
ber for Nedlands on twe points. The first
is in relation to street collections. T suggest
that the position has arisen that these are
not altogether voluntary collections; be-
cause, as the hon. member said, one is pes-
tered if one does not wear a badge, and un-
less one gives a certain fixed amount one
does not get a hadge at all.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not true.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes, it is!

Mr. MeLarty: No, it is not!

The Minister for Lands: Exeept on Poppy
Day, that is not eorrect.

Hon. W. D. Jokason: It is correct!

The Minister for Lands; It is not!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ABBOTT: So far as my personal ex-
perience is concermed, it is correct.

The Minister for Lands: You look too aris-
toeratie, that is the trouble!

Mr. ABBOTT: That may be so, and I
have no objection to paying; but there are
many people who earn their living in this
city and who have to frequent the streets
because of their occupations, and shillings
mezn a great deal to them.

Mr. J. Hegney: And they are exploited
more than other people.

Mr, ABBOTT: Yes; and not only that,
but there are badges of varying prices. One
i3 a half-a-crown and another is a shilling.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know
of any organisation that does that? Can
you give us its name?

My. ABBOTT: I cannot remember, but
that happened to me personally not so very
long sgo. The mext time it happens, I will
give the Minister the information.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Some badges cost
more than others.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes; the member for Ger-
aldton has had an experience similar to
mine., In other States, collections are taken
up on the basis that people give what they
feel inclined to give.

Mr. Needham: In the great majority of
cases, that happens here.

My, ABBOTT: The collections are volun-
tary here, inasmuch as the collectors are
voluntary workers.

Mr. Needham: And the contribations ave
voluntary.

Mr. ABBOTT: On many oeccasions I have
found it not so.

Mr. Doney: You are quite right, too.

Mr. ABBOTT: That is my personal ex-
perience and it is something the Minister
may see fit to inquire into. I have the great-
est sympathy for the orgamisations which,
during the last few years, have been col-
lecting funds to assist worthy canses; but
it has been a little hard on nceasions on
the city worker who has had to meet these
contributions every weck. I would also like
to support the comments of the member for
Nedlands relative to the Observatory. Dur-
inz the last few years, woather o'zervn-
tions have berome inereasingly imnortant
because of the need for anticipating climatie
conditions and keeping informed on this
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matter companies engaged in aviation. That
is purely a Federal matter, and steps should
be taken so that the whole of the weather
observations and other observatory work
may be a Federal responsibility.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
{6.55]: T am glad that I caught your eye,
Mr. Chairman, or that you caught mine—I
do not know which is the correct way to put
it—beeause I would like to say something
on this matter before other members speak.
I do not want members to say unkind things
they will afterwards regret.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : You want to have the
first word instead of the last!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes, I do; be-
cause I feel that possibly there is an
erroneons idea abroad about street collee-
tions. I have often considered that there
might be introdueed a better method of rais-
ing funds than by street collections. Tn other
parts of the world I have seen this object
achieved by special stamps being eliixed fo
letters on a particular day, the money from
those stamps being given {o the organisa-
tion they were intended to benefit. For in-
stance, on Mother’s Day or Child Welfare
Day or Kindergarten Day, letters carry a
particular stamp, and the money from the
sale of such stamps goes fo the organisa-
tions coneerned. I am sorry the member for
Nedlands does not always meet the pretiy
girls! Most of them are in the men's offices,
s0 what can one do? I think that if men went
out and did a little colleeting and thus found
out. how hard it was, they would not say
so much about it.

The Premier: I agree.

Mrs CARDELL-OLIVER: I know how
difficult it is. I have stood at street eorners
in the morning before eight o’clock until nine
o’clock and have collected as much as £12,
oot on account of my beanty but on account
of my putting a box in front of the men and
telling them that the money was being col-
lected for under-nourished ehildren, The kind
hearts of the men then persuaded them to
put their hands in their pockets and con-
tribute fo the collection. During the last
few years, one organisation alone, eoncerned
with the provision of free milk for children,
collected £4,000 on street day appeals. When
it is realised that that money has kept 4,000
children in milk, I do not think anybody in
this Chamber should object.
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Hon. W. D. Jobnson: That would not be
confined to the metropolitan area, would it?

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes, the
metropolitan-suburban area.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : What, £4,000 in one
day?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, £4,000
dnring the war years. All the collectors are
voluntary workers. It is getting barder to
secure their services, because they did so
much work duoring the war years. I would
not Jike the Committee to say any more about
this question. With regard to the badges,
somefimes a fixed amount is paid, but on
rare occasions the contributor is permitted
to give what he likes. One often finds people
who are beautifully dressed giving one penny
or twopence. They sometimes open their
bags, which contain heaps of two shilling
pieces, and search for a penny. On the other
hand, I have known a poor person put &
pound in a collection box and do it gladly.

Mr. Thorn: Probably the other person
carries his wealth on his back.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER ; If we can find
a hetter method to get moncy for these or-
ganisations, by all means let us use it, but
members should not say unkind things about
the women doing this work unless they are
prepared to go out and do it themselves. T
particularly wish to mention the prison at
Barton’s Mill. 1 do not know how many
members have been there.

The Minister for Lands: Some members
have heen lueky.

Hon. N. Keepan: Not as guests.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I mean, as
vigitors. I helieve, first of all, that we made
a mistake in having a prison at Barton's
Mill beeaunse I did hear one of our ex-Min-
isters say that it i built wpon a catchment
area and will, therefore, sooner or later have
to be removed to another place. On the
aother hand, T feel that Barton’s Mill is a
most excellent prison. It is wonderfully
situated but it has not heen made attractive
to the wardera. It 15 quite attractive o the
prisoners, although some do eseape. It is
not attractive to the warders and that is the
difficulty about Barton's Mill. All the little
homes of the warders face the prison, and the
school faces the prison. There is no place for
the women to shop. The warders’ wives have
to ge, in a kind of bus, over had roads, to
Kalamunda to bny what they require.
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The Government could well start a store
at Barton’s Mili. The prison has ifs indus-
trial concerns and, although I will not say
that all the men there that I spoke to were
bhappy, they did not want to escape. They
knew they were there for having done wrong
and were willing to remain. But those people
might be paid a little more in wages than
they receive at present. I think each man
there receives about 5s. or less a week, They
should get a little more for the work they are
doing, even if the extra is kept until they
are released. If that were done there would
be more contentment. That is all I wish
to say, but I would not like to think that
the Barton's Mill establishment is to be re-
moved from its present environs, It is a splen-
did place for the prisoners and it could be
made into an almost perfect prison. Some
of the little detached rooms and houses in
which the prisoners live are beautifully kept
with photographs en the walls, and are very
tidy. Others ave kept in a slovenly manner.
The prison has a very good library. I do
not know whether it has a pieture show, but
it could have ome. It could be made into
an exhibition prison. I trust that members
will have regard to what I said on the first
subject that T mentioned, and further that
the men at Barton’s Mill will be paid more
money, and that the place will be made more
attractive to the warders.

MR. DONEY {Williams-Narrogin)
[6.5] : T desire to hark back to the eonditions
at Pardelup, mentioned by the member for
Nedlands. I understood that Pardelup was
regarded as some sort of easement allowed to
leszer prisoners, following good behaviear at
Tremantle or places of that type. But I
hardly think that that can Le the ease now.
I certainly eannot agree that Brigadier Tnglis
and his associates on the board have the
sclecting of prisoners for Pavrdelup now be-
cause the type sent there is of the very worst.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Qh!

Mr. DONEY: That is so. As distinet from
what should be happening T am describing
what is happening.  As a matter of faet,
something like two months ago there was in
the Press a reference that would let mem-
bers know that what I am saving is correet.
Some of the very worst and lowest grade of
criminals are sent there; criminals of the
most bestial type, These fellows roam over
the eountryside when they eseape, and many

[ASSEMBLY.)

escapes have taken place there lately—not
during the last six weeks, but prior to that.
Naturally sueh prizoners have spread ferror
among the women angd children there. I want
the attention of the appropriate Minister
drawn to this matter so that he may deter-
mine just how long that eondition is to eon-
tinne. [ realise that the prison authorities
have not had sufficient accommodation for
prisoners, no matter of what type. They
have therefore been foreed, I have no doubt,
to vend to Pardelup prizoners whe, normally,
would not be sent there. But still there
should be an end to that sort of thing, and
it is necessary that the Chief Secretary
sbould understand that a great deal of dis-
satisfaction still exists over this matter.

MRB. NORTH (Claremont) [6.7]: I wish
to refer to the Statistician’s Office, as I think
there is a great opportunity for improvement
there. Although that office does wonderful
work, I think we could add to it in certain
directions. It shows population returns ang,
for the sake of argument, we could take a
town in China with a population of 50,000,
and ecompare it with a town in Western Aus-
tralia with a population of 50,000. The
population is the same, but they are a dif-
ferent sort of people. Aceording to the
Statistician, they are just the same, just
heads. I think an important reform ecould
be made in such returns if the population
was shown, together with the amount of
brake horse-power or electrical horse-power
available to that population.

In the United States, the amount of brake
horse-power for the population is shown,
and from that anyone can get an infelligent
appraizement of the district concerned. In
the next few years we hope fo see many
thousands of electrical horse-power available
in the South-West, which will alter the whole
ontlook in that area from the productive
point of view. I urge that, in showing the
returns of population, the Statistician should
do it by disiricts, instead of merely showing
the population for the State, and that he
should ajso show the brake horse-power avail-
alle in those districts, indicating below the
amount, per head. Then we could deal with
the matter and compare our population and
horse-power with those in other countries, ac-
cording to our technieal and productive cap-
acity, instead of merely showing the pumber
of heads.
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I would next urge that there should be a
return showing the amount of money lost
each year through unemployment. At pre-
sent, if there is a strike, the amount of money
last through that strike is almost certainly
shown in the Press a few days afterwards.
The public are regaled with the fact of that
loss, and the fuet that if the workers had not
been on strike that money would not have
been lost. Yet every year there are thous-
ands of unemployed—though not, of course,
during the war-—and therc is no indieation in
the returns of what the loss is to the com-
munity, if calenlated on the hasic wage,
whiech would be the only way to do it. If that
information was put on the return cach time,
we would bave a far better grip of the sitna-
tion for our own use in such questions. 1
think, also, that the basic wage statistics
are not suffictent, There is an opportunity to
improve the statistics in this State from
which the basic wage is caleulated. I am
fully in accord with what has been said by
the member for Nedlands and others on the
matter of street collections.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [610]: I
would not like the Vote fo go through with-
out saying a word in defence of the Observa-
tory, from the country point of view. It
is possible that the eity-dweller does not
place much importance on the weather fore-
cast issned each day, but I assure members
that it is one of the most important items
that we have in the country.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: The country people
tone in to the wireless fo get the weather
report.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so, and not only
the weather report, but the rainfall report
that comes out each day. The amount con-
cerned 15 £1,494, and T would be sorry to see
any discontinuance of the work of the Obser-
vatory, The weather information we have
been receiving from Mr. Ackeroyd is re-
markably accurate.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: He is a Common-
wealth man.

Mr. SEWARD: That is the diffieulty; we
" do pot know whether we are dealing with
Commonwealth or State people. At all
events, I compliment Mr. Ackeroyd on the
accuracy of the information he has given
while holding that position. I hope that
that information to the farming community
will not be curtailed.
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Another matter that I think needs recon-
sideration is that of street collections. That
was @ war measure, in order to help certain
organisations, and coilections were allowed to
be taken up in that manner for war pur-
poses. I think the time has eome for this
to be reviewed, as there have heen collec-
tions taken up for institutions not in any
way connected with war purposes. I think
the matter should be reviewed and many such
collections curtailed. 1 would refer to col-
lections, say, for the Australian Comforts
Fund. I do not think that is a fund for
which collections should be taken up on street
corners. The welfare of the troops is a
national obligation and we should not be
dependent on people donating a shilling or
two for such purposes. I hope the authority
controlling such war collections will reduce
them to the minimum.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£17,591—agreed to.

Vote—Prisons, £51,500:

Mr. SEWARD: I notice that the salary of
the Depuly Comptroller General ranges
from £311 to £705. I do not know whether
there is a new occupant of the position or
what causes that large increase of almost
£200.

The Premier: The point there is that it
provides for a full year, as against a part
vear in the last period.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Vote put and passed.

Vaotes—Observatory,
£291,000—agreed to.

Vote—Crown Law Offices, £99,750

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
Lhe Vote be agreed to.

Mr. SEWARD: Surely the Minister for
Justice will introduce his Estimates! It is
hardly fair to the Committee to rush the
Estimates through without some explanation
from the Minister concerned. Has not some
arrangement been made for the Mirister
to introduce the IEstimates so as to give
the Committee some information?

The PREMIER : As the member for Pin-
gelly must know, I have no desire that these
Estimates shall be rushed through. I had
hoped that the Minister for Justice would
be in his seat. I ecannot aeeount for his not

£1,494; Police,
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being present. In the cirenmstances there
is no alternative, in fairness to the Com-
mittee, but to move—
That the Chairman report progress and ask
leave to sit again.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Progress reported.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the
report be adopted and leave given to sit
again.

Motion put and passed.

As te Procedure.

The Premier: Would I be in order if I
asked the House to vote against the motion
to adopt the report so that we might eon-
tinne with the Estimates of the Minister for
Justice who is now in the Chamher?

Mr. Speaker: No. Progress has been re-
ported and the Committee has asked for
leave to sit again.

Hon. J. ¢. Willeock: We did not.

The Premier: My poimt that T put to the
Chair is, have we the privilege of continu-
ing with the diseussion of the Estimates if
the motion for leave to sit again is not
earried ?

Mr. Speaker: But I have declared it car-
ried.

The Premier: I do not think it was car-
ried because quite a number of ‘‘Noes'’
were called.

Mr, Speaker: If the motion was not car-
ried, the business would be where it was
and the Premier could go on with the Esti-
mates.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Premier himself
voted against adopting the report.

Mr. Speaker: On further consideration, I
am afraid the Premier is debarred from
going on.

Mr. Mann: Could not we disagree with
Mr. Speaker’s ruling?

Hon. W. D, Johnson: If the motion were
carried that we do now adopt the report
and ask leave to sit again, is there any
time limit between the carrying of that
motion and the time the Committee can
sit again?

Mr. Speaker: The motion that was car-
ried did not give permission to the Com-
mittee to sit at a later stage of this sitting.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I submit it wonld
be perfectly in order for a motion to he
moved that Mr. Spenker do now leave the
Chair for the purpose of considering the
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Estimates in Committee. There is no Stand-
ing Order to prevent that being done. We
asked for leave to sit again. Surely the
House can direet its own business!

Mr. Speaker: But the motion that was
carried was that progress be reported and
leave was asked to sit again—not for leave
to sit at a later stage of the sitting.

The Premier: We did not say that.

Mr. Speaker: That is the motion that
was carried.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We reported pro-
gress and asked leave to sit again. When
the report was presented to the House, you,
Mr. Speaker, put the question and the
House, as far as I could judge, voted
against the motion.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. Mann: That is correct.

The Premier: Yes, I rose to a point of
order.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The Premier could
have asked for a division, buf you, Mr.
Speaker, ruled that the motion was car-
ried.

My, Speaker: If the motion asking leave
to sit again were not earried, that would
be the end of the Estimates. They could
not he brought on again.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: We asked for a
division, but you, Mr. Speaker, ruled that
the motion was passed.

Mr. Speaker: If a division had been
taken and leave to sit again was refused,
the Estimates would be off the notice paper
altogether.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is not what we
desire. The House wished to refuse to
adopt the report so that we could get back
into Committee and make progress with the
Estimates.

The Premier: I rose to ask for an inter-
pretation on the point as to whether if we
voted against the motion for leave to sit
again, I could move that you, Mr. Speaker,
do leave the Chair for the purpose of con-
sidering the Estimates. I desire to continue
with the business in the circumstances that
have arisen, and ask for & ruling regarding
the effect of a vote against the motion. Al-
though you, Mr. Speaker, declared the mo-
tion carried, I wished to know the effect of
dividing the House so that we could con-
tinne with the Estimates of the Minister
for Justice.
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Mr. Speaker: If the motion were not car-
ried, the effect would be that the House
refused leave to sit again.

Hon. J. C. Willecoek: No, to report pro-
gress.

Mr. Speaker: If the House refuses leave
to sit again that is the end of the Esti-
mates for the current year.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Suppose the Pre-
mier rose in his place and moved that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of considering the Estimates in
Committee, there is no Standing Order, so
far as I know, to prevent that being done.
There is no time limit. If the motion had
been moved to sit again at a later stage of
the sitting, s time would have been stafed,
but we asked merely for leave to sit again.
There is no Standing Order to say that we
cannot sit again, in the ecircumstances I
have outlined. It would be perfeetly in
order, I submit, for the Premier to move
that Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair
for the purpose of continuing with the con-
sideration of the Estimates.

Mr. Speaker: I rule that it would not be
in order. If the motion moved was for
leave to sit again and it was intended to
sit at a later stage of the sitting, the
Premier would have moved {o thai effect.
If the motior were not earried it would
mean the end of the Estimates altogether.

Mr. North: Then I will move to disagree
with Mr. Speaker’s ruling and ask for a
division,

Mr. Mann: You cannot do that!

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member will send
the motion up in writing.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is useless doing
that. To disagree with Mr. Speaker’s rul-
ing will get us nowhere.

Mr. North: I will not proceed with the
matter.

Mr. Speaker:
Order of the Day.

I will eall on the next

[Resumed at o later stage of the sitting.]

BILL—CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:
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The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
on a new elanse moved by the Minister for
Edueation as follows:—

4. Seetions two and three of this Acf ghall
have effect only in relation to licenses granted
after the commencement of this Aet.
to which an amendment had been moved by
Mr. Holman as follows:—

That the following proviso he added:—
‘*Provided that the licenses already operat-
ing shall cease to operate twelve montha
after the proclamation of the Aect.’?

The question
agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
hope members will not agree to the proviso.
Licenses are granted under the Act for six-
monthly periods and nething should be dene
to interfere with existing licenses. A nom-
ber of children have been engaged in street
trading, some for a fow months, others for
one, two or three years and some possibly
for nearly four years. The intention is that
no child under the age of 15 shall be per-
mitted to engage in street trading, and that
age was selected because it is intended to
be the eompulsory school leaving age. Until
that age is enforced, the compulsory school
leaving age is 14, and this measure provides
that 2 license shall not be granted to any
child nnder the age of 15. Thus between the
ages of 14 and 15, a child wonld not be com.
pelled to attend school and vet could not get
a license for street trading. We shonld
stipulate that children now holding licenses
may venew them under the old conditions,
but that no new license will he issued to a
child under 15, That is a fair proposition,
I want to safeguard existing licenses and to
nmake it impossible for any child who does
nof hold a license to get one until he is 15
vears of age.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am surprised at the
arguments advanced by the Minister. He
should nol argue on one clanse in one way
and on another clause in the opposite way.
Following remarks by the member for
Geraldton last evening, an amendment was
moved and the Minister, in opposing it, said
that a lad should get a position elsewhere
instead of wasting his time in the streets.

The Minister for Education: I said that
the member for Geraldton had put his finger
on the weakness in the propoesal. That is
not ¢ppoesing his suggestion,

is that the amendment be
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Mr, HOLMAN : I agree with that, but the
Minister argued that a lad, instead of wast-
ing his time on street trading, should be
seeking some hetter form of employment.

Yet fonight fthe Minister uses that
argument in favour of allowing lads
to continue street trading, We have

agreed on the prineiple of keeping lads
away from street trading until they reach
the age of 15, but it is suggested that while
no new licenses should be issued, children
alrendy holdingz licenses should be able tg
renew them, A lad of 12 remains on the
street for a further three years. When all
is said and done, the object of the Bill is to
keep the lad away from street trading,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: In the future,

Mr. HOLMAN: The amendment is elas-
tie. It will not penalise the lads by taking
them off the streets at once, but will give
them 12 months’ grace. That period is quite
sufficient, in my opinion, to prevent any dis-
organisation in the selling of newspapers.
The reason advanced by the Minister in
favour of stopping lads from street trading
when they attain the age of 15 years is that
street trading would be suitable employment
for incapacitated servicemen on their dis-
charge from the Services. Are we to wait
over 12 months for these ex-servicemen to
take up street trading? Does the Minister
infer that we Lave not gene far enongh with
the Commonwealth GGovernment’s policy
for rehabilitating servicemen? Incapacitated
servicemen will be the first to he discharged
from the Services and it is our duty to pro-
tect any form of employment we can pro-
vide for them. That is another reason why
the Committee should agree to the amend-
ment. Summing up the opposition to the
amendment, we are agrecing in principle to
the Bill, but are doing so with our tonguc
in our cheek. We shall be saying to a child
of 12 years that, although we agree he shounld
not be engaged in street trading, we will
allow him to remain in that occupation for
another three years. I hope the amendment
will be agreed to.

Mr. CROBS: I oppose the amendment. T
think it i» silly. The member for Forrest
proposes to permit a lad of 10 or 11 years
of age to ell newspapers, let him continne
doing so for 12 months, and then take him
off the street.

Mr, Doney: That is quite right.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CROSS: I questioned one lad today
about his age and he replied that he was 11.
I asked him what he was earning and he re-
plied £4 3s. per week.

Mr. Holman: You should not tell the Min-
ister that.

Mr. CROSS: The Minister does not know
the lad. Some of these lads are earning fairly
large amounts by selling newspapers in the
streets—as much as £3 or £4 per week—and
under the amendment, when they attain the
age of 143 years, they will be denied that
avenue of employment and foreed to take a
job at about £1 per week., I can imagine
how a boy would like to do that!

Mr. Holman: Once a lad attains 156 years
he does not need a license.

Mr. CROSS: If he attzins 14'% years in
12 months’ time—

Mr. Holman: As soon as he attains 15
years he does not need a license.

Mr. CROSS: I am referring to a lad who,
in 12 months’ time, will be 14%%. He would
then be compelled to ecase street trading,
and it may so happen that at that time the
school leaving age will not have been raised
to 15 years. That boy would have to take
work at £1 a week or less.

Mr. Holman: He might do better learning
a trade.

Mr. CRO88: In my opinion, some lads
14 or 15 yenrs of age would be better off
gelling papers; it would keep them out of
mischief. T recollect going to Victoria Park
after last Christmas and seeing some of the
damage done by lads from 12 to 15 years of
age who might have heen selling newspapers.
They had done a large amount of damage
at the school, practically destroying the
library. They were lads who were not selling
newspapers. A fair number of lads from
Victoria Park go to the city to sell news-
papers and I consider they are profit-
ably employed. I have noticed that the aver-
age lad who sells newspapers becomes an
acute husiness man in after-life.  Let us
take an example from Nature. As soon as o
bird cun fly, its parents toss it cut of the
nest to earm its own living. 1 support the
Minister’s proposal.

Mrz, CARDELL-OLIVER: I would rather
that the Bill pass as it is drawn; neverthe-
less, I would be willing to accept the amend-
ment of the member for Forrest, My reasons
are that there is much miseonception about
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the parent Act, whieh distinctly provides
that every license shall be granted for a
term not exceeding six months, but may be
renewed from time to time and may at any
time be cancelled by the department. I think
the word “may” leaves a large opening for
anybedy to challenge the issue of a license.
I have taken the trouble to interview a num-
ber of children and some headmasters, and
I have found——
Mr, Cross: Where did you find them?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The mernber
for Caoning bas had his say. I ascertained
that very fow children confinue at this work
for more than six or nine months. They
have their license and they have a particular
stand. At the end of that time somehody
comes along and asks, “Will you sell out?”
The children then sell out for £10 or £15,
as the case may be. The other one gets the
license quite easily; and some of the children
have been making, as the member for Can-
ning says, £4 or £5 a week. Nevertheless,
they sell out for £10,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Suppose they re-
fuse to sell?

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: Few of them
do.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Are they likely to
sell out for £10 a business returning £4 a
week ¥

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: They know
nothing of the capital value of the stand.

Mr. Cross: They are shrewder than you
are!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: What does a
child know about the monopoly of a stand?
A child knows he may get £4 a week by
earning money at the street corner, of
which perhaps £3 or more will go to his
parents; but, if he knows that he can get
£10 from the sale, he will sell out. I inter-
viewed children and headmasters and found
that children engaged in street trading to-
day are for the most part two years hehind
in their standard of education. Only one
child out of 14 was up to the standard.
The rest were all two years behind and the
headmasters were entirely in favour of this
Bill and trusted that it would he put into
foree.

Mr. Smith: You should have stuck to
your Bill.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I am willing
to compromise by accepting the amendment
of the member for Forrest, becanse I realise
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that in a fransition stage such as this some
means should be given to these children to
adjust themselves. I ascertained today that
many of them are out of school before
three o’clock, selling papers in the after-
noon. Why is that, and how? Are we going
to allow this to continue? It is awful to
think that we who are here to proteet the
children of this State should allow that
sort of thing!

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Committee should
accept the position outlined by the Min-
ister. I dare say that every member of
this Chamber is anxious to have children
taken away from street trading. Some of
them are of tender years, and we should
like to see a state of affairs whereby there
would be no necessity for children of such
an age tc be so engaged. If the member
for Forrest’s amendment were accepted, we
would still have children of tender years
engaged in selling newspapers and other
things. There is an economic side to this
question. The raising of the school age is
going to entail a greater responsibility
from the financial point of view on the
parents of the children. Economic neces-
sity compels some parents to allow their
children /to engage in strect trading in
order to assist the family ineome.

Mr. Abbott: Not in every case,

Mr. NEEDHAM: I have not said in
every case, but I venture to say it is so in
a majority of cases.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is not so in the
case of any of those I interviewed today.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member has
‘wot a monopoly of information in this
matter. The majority of children engaged
in street trading ere doing it because of
economic pressure.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Then it is a dis-
grace to the Government!

Mr. NEEDHAM: And to the Government
that preceded the Labour Government.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is a disgrace to
any Government.

Mr, NEEDHAM: That is an aspeet the
hon. member has entirely ignored.

Mr. Fox: Do not rake up something that
yvour (Government did 30 ycars ago.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. NEEDHAM : For years, the party to
which the member for Subiaco belongs was
in charge of the Treasury and did nothing
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ashout the matter. There has been 2 lot of
talk about a new order, but so far I have
seen very little evidence of it. Still, I am
living in hopes. Until that new order is
implemented, however, and we sce the
parents of these children in a better posi-
tion to keep them than they are today—and
they eannot go very far on a basic wage of
£5 a week for a family of four or five
children—no matter how desirous we might
be to see these children taken from the
street and properly educated and cared for,
we must not close our eyes to the incontro-
vertible faci that stern economic pressure
compels the parents to allow their children
to engage in this street trading.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Perth has viewed this matter from the eco-
nomic angle, and I have become suddenly
alarmed from the industrial angle. If this
Parliament is going to say that it recog-
nises children must earn to help provide o
living wage for a family, where are we go-
ing to land ourselves with regard to child
endowment? Children are endowed until 16
years of age. State relief is provided, and
assistance is granted to large families that
have a struggle to make ends meet. It is
atl based on children up to 16 years of
age; vet now we are seriously considering
the granting of a right to children to carn
in order to supplement the family income.
That is too dangerous. If this Parliament
is going to father a proposition of that
kind, how long will it take to peneirate into
the Commonwealth Parliament in regard to
child endowment? How long will it be be-
fore the Employers’ Federation and em-
ployers generally will recognise that Par-
liament itself states the basic wage must
take into account the earning capacily of
members of the family under 16% Surely
we are not going to get baek to anything
of that kind! We must not in any way
encourage oOr rtecognise the earnings of
children. We must resist it so that
we will give every child an equal chanece.
‘We preach that children should have equal
opportunities of education and proper stan-
dards of living, yet we admit in this Cham-
ber that there are some who cannot get
those standards because of the domestic cir-
cumstances of their parents.

The CHAIRMAN: T hope the hon. mem-
ber will tie this up with the amendment.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T will to this
extent: that I want, at the earliest possible
moment, to end the practice of children
earning money in the street.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is the object
of the Bill,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: Yes, and T ap-
plaud that object. I do not wapt the Bill
to grant any extension of time in eonnec-
tion with the stoppage of a practice that
has lately beecome lucrative. I have stood
at the Town Hall corner on many nights,
particularly Saturday nights, when the boys
have been selling the “Mirror.” It is pathetic
to see them at that point until a quarter
to one in the morning. They get empty fruit
cnses and put them by the corner of the
Town Hall and sit on them. I have stood
there listening to their discnssions on their
earnings and spendings, and their general
outlock on life.

Mr. Smith: Youth speaks.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. Tt makes
me sad to know that this is going on after
midnight. I recognise with the Minister
that we must exercise commonsense. Gov-
ernment policy declares that children shall
remain at school until they are 15, and that
poliey will be enforced as soon as the Gov-
ernment ean overcome the diffienliies caunsed
by the war, and provide the necessary sehool
accommodation. The Minister said that
would be done as early as possible. I hope
that we will leave the Bill with the Minister's
amendment and not make any further addi-
tions.

Mr. GRAHAM: Certain members seem to
overlook the fact that we have already agreed
that 15 shall be the minimum age. There-
fore the economic argument does not come
into the picture. We are discussing pro-
positions that seem to cushion the effect of
the applieation of this limitation to boys of
15 years of age, who are now engaged in
selling newspapers. On the face of it, it
may seem absurd that under the amendment
of the member for Forrest if a boy of 12 is
now engaged in street treding he will be
allowed to trade until he is 13 years of age
and no longer. But upon eloser examination
we find that that is not so becanse we have
the Minister's statement that the sellinz of
papers by these boys interferes with their
school work and the study they do after
school hours.
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We are faced with the position that cer-
lain lads of tender years have licenses. In
order to be perfectly fair to them the amend-
ment seeks to give them 12 months’ notice.
They may suffer hardship if they are given
notice to terminate their contracts imme-
diately. After all, some may have.given
£10 or more for their stands. On the other
hand, the Minister is apparently prepared to
allow hoys of 12 to continue to make their
. education suffer for the next three years.
Twelve months is sufficient time. It is hard
to believe that these hoys will sell their
stands for £10 becanse I am informed that
many hundreds of lads of the ages of 12
and 13 are contemplating rushing to secure
licenses so that if the Minister’s amendment
is cavried they will be able to continue with
their sireet trading for the next three years.
That is undesirable, If the amendment of
the member for Forrest is not agreed to,
then it is my intention to vote against the
amendment proposed by the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is one very serious weakness in the
proposal of the member for Forrest, namely,
that it will resnlt in diserimination. A boy
of 14 who now has a license will be per-
mitted to trade for a further 12 months
when he will become 15 and can then auto-
matically get a license to continue trading.
He will suffer no break, But the boy who
is one or two months short of the age of
14 could not he re-licensed at the end of 12
months and would, therefore, have to stop
street trading. IHe then loses his stand which
the member for Subiaco says is worth £10
or £15, because he cannot sell it as it will
not be his to sell. That is where the dis-
erimination comes in. If we took other ages
the position would work out similarly.

Any amendment making discrimination be-
tween a class or classes is a bad one and that
is why I nrge that this amendment should be
defeated. My proposal interferes with no
one, We do not like retrospeetive legisla-
tion. Boys who have already obtained
licenses have done so in the belief that if
they behave themselves their licenses will be
renewed. The fajrest thing is to say to the
people who are already engaged in the work,
“We do not like street trading, hut you have
started it and we do not propose to take
from you something that you already have.
You can continue.” Apart from that no new
licenses should in the future be iszued to boys
under 15 vears of age. At present we allow
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boys to leave school at 14, It is Parliament’s
belief that they should not leave school until
they have reached the age of 15. We have
passed legislation for that purpose, but we
still allow them to leave when they are 14.
We are not ready yet to make them continue
at school till the age of 15, and we should
view this proposal in the same way.

Parliament helieves that no child under 15
years of nge should be engaged in street
trading, and that is a poliey for the future.
Those who have been engaged in this trading
for one, two or three years, and who have
licenses, may have them rencwed. Regarding
the point rvaised by the member for East
Perth, that he had heard there were large
numbers of boys going to rush to get licenses,
the member for Subiaco gave the answer to
tbat question and pointed out that the Child
Welfare Department may issue these licenses
at its diseretion.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
their discretion.”

The JMINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for Subiaco said, with regard to
the issue of licenses, that the important
word was “may,” and that it had a very wide
meaning, implying, of eourse, that the de-
partment had plenty of diseretion in the mat-
ter and was not ohliged to issue the licenses.
The department will therefore not be obliged
to igsue licenses to boys who just rush along
to get licenses in order to evade the provi-
sions of the Act.

Mr., Seward: What reason would the de-
partment require for refusing to grant a
licensc ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
boys rushed along in large numbers to get
licenses it would be obvious that they were
doing so for that purpase.

Hon. J, C. Willcoek: Becanse Parliament
hud passed an Act in the interim.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has heen suggested that the economie aspeet
of this matter should be taken into eon-
sideration. Members took that into eonsid-
eration when dealing with the main purpose
of the Bill, which was to fix the age at which
the measure was to operate. It is true that
the children alrendy engaged in strect
trading will suffer a loss if prevented
from continning, and there will we 2
diminution of the present family in-
come, but the Government has taken
stops to see that the family income of widows

1 did not say, “at
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and their children is considerably increased,
to obviate the pecessity for children to en-
gage at an early age in street trading. Sub-
stantial incrcases were recently made to the
allowances from the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, with this in view., Not only were the
actual payments to each family increased
substantially on a unit basis, but a much
more liberal view was taken of the earnings
of members of families, and the allowaneces
made were not veduced by as much as was
the ease formerly.

We now permit any number of children in
a family to earn £1 per weck each outside,
withont afiecting the amount payable by the
Child Welfare Department, the idea being
that the family income should be so inereased
as to enable the family to improve its stand-
ard of living, For the actval payment to be
made per unit we now take the Common-
wealth pension allowanee as a basis, and that
is the provision for the individual mother.
We supplement the child endowment of 7s.
Gd. poer e¢hild by a further 7s. 6d., so that
15s. per child is provided in addition to the
amount available to the mother. That seale
is practieally the basic wage standard at pre-
sent, and there is therefore no neecessity fo
have regard for the faet that children will
bave to go out to work at an early age to
supplement the family income in order to
maintain a reasonable standard of living. Tt
would he unfair and unwise to approve of
an amendment that would result in diserim-
ination. e should permit a cushioning
down of the impact of this legislation by
permitting those already engaged in street
trading to continue. But from that stage
onwards no new licenses will be issued. Under
the existing law no lieense is required after
16 years of age, s0 a boy starting at 12 years
of age at street trading, and continuing until
he is 16 years of age with a license, can still
keep his stand in the city and sell papers
without a license when he is 16 or 17 vears
uf age,

Myps, Cardell-Oliver; He would not have
any edueation,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Hr
could do that without a license. I eannat
imagine the young people to whom the mem-
her {or Brown Hill-Ivanhoe referred lax
night—he said they were getting a very valn-
#thle edneation in huying and selline—
willingly selling for £10 n business that was
bringing £+ or £3 a week., A more noviee of
24 hours’ experience at the game might be so
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caught, but these young people are far too
shrewd for that. If they sold a stand today
for £10 the ohjeet would, in my view of the
position, he to buy it back for £8 tomorrow,

Mr. Graham: Will the Minister now give
some eomments as Minister for Edueation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
From the educational angle the position is
us explained by the member for Subiace, and
that is why I moved, when this Biil came
betfore the House, to extend the age, at
which the measure was to operate, from 14
years to 15 years, in order to make it co-
ineident with what the eompulsory school
leaving age will be. That does not alter
my view that it is unwise to show dis-
erimination, and that an amendment that
permits the continunance of trading for 12
months, and then cuts it off, gives an ad-
vantage to a certain group of children, be-
cause of their age, which is not a fair
proposition at all. Let those with existing
licenses continue, but grant no new licenses
hevond the age of 15, so that when this
measure becomes an Aet any boy or girl
of 15 years of age cannot get a license
nuder any econdition. Those who already
have licenses will continue with them. When
they reach 13 years of age and ne longer
require lieenses they ean continue trading,
if they wish to do so. If the trading 1s to
cease immediatelv we will not be able to
effect the transition as easily as the mem-
her for Forrest suggests, when he says that
returned men will immediately take up the
stands. Demobilisation is a gradual pro-
cess and  will extend mueh beyond 12
months,

Mr. Holman: With vegard to these men?

The MINISTER WOR EDUCATIOX:
Yes, hecause they will not he discharged
except in aceordance with the points sys-
tem, and as the Medieal Board is prepared
to release them. Those discharges will he
distributed over the full period. It wounld
not he fair to the returned men to throw
open 0ll these positions in the first 12
manths and make them available te the
first lot of men discharged, leaving no
vacancies {or those discharged later on.
A mradual proeess, eansing these vacancies
to be filied at about the same tate as they
will oeenr, will he far better. T sincerely
hape the Committee will not agree to the
amendment moved by the menber for Fop-
rest, but will snpport my amendment.
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Mr. ABBOTT: So far as 1 could under-
stand his argument, the Minister put for-
ward only one point that should earry any
weight. Apart from that, he seemed to ap-
prove enfively of the amendment moved by
the mewnber for Forrest. The one argu-
tent of weight that the Minister advunced
was his suggestion that there would he
discrimination. On that peint I think his
argument was entirely fallaeious, All af-
fected will be able to enjoy the privilege
for exactly the same time, namely, one
vear, so there will be no discrimination.

The Minister for Eduecatien: They will
not enjoy it for the same time.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes, they will if the
amendment is agreed to. Up to the age of
14 there will be no break in street trading
and the lads will be able fo continue when
they are over age. Evervone will enjoy at
least one year’s trading and in those cir-
cumstunees I ecannot see where any dis-
crimination enters into the question. At
any rate, any such diserimination would be
in aceovdanee with the JAct. When the mem-
ber for Subiaco introduced the Bill it pro-
vided for children up to the age of 14 vears
50 ns to eorvespond with the school leaving
age. The Minister himself moved an amend-
ment to inerease that age to 15 vears. The
Minister alse mentioned the ceconomie
factor and indieated that the argument in
that respeet had no foree at all. After all,
the only basis for the Minister's argument
was that it might inflict on some a sort of
commereial injustice. Te suggested thai
some lads might he deprived of the value
that attaches to their licenses to indnlge in
street trading. T do not know t(hat we
should he influenced by any such considera-
tion. We should not allow children under
15 vears of age to be inflnenced by reason
of the economie value attaching to such
licenses, especially as it might prove very
much to their disadvantage in later years.
I support the amendment. I would have
beent satisfied with the original age of 14
vears until the school leaving age was
.raised to 15 years.

The Minister for FEdueation:
amendment do vou support?

Mr. ABBOTT : The amendment moved by
the member for Forrest. The Minister has
not furnished any valid argument for con-
tinuing existing licenses for a period longer
than 12 months.

Which
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Mr. HOLMAXN : The Minister in his wis-
dom has peinted out what he considers the
weakness of iy arguments and bhas sug-
mested discriminations with regard to the
rights of boys fo vefnin their street
trading stands. That brings up the
financig! aspect to the exclusion of the
objective of the Bill. To penahise
the children’s school education we are asked
to look at the problem through financial
glasses. It is suggested that my amend-
ment will diseriminate in doing what the
Minister told the Committee last night was
50 necessary. When the Minister was advo-
cating the application of the measure to lads
ap to 15 years of age instead of 14 years
of age, he told us of his experience in the
Perth Boys’ School where lads, in order to
engage in street trading, had to leave school
every aftermoon and thus missed some of
their schooling. He told us that that went
on week in, week out and he remarked that
that lost time could never be regained. Now

-we are to brush aside the Minister’s earlier

argument because a percentage of the child-
ven might be penalised with regard to the
retention of their stands!

We do not penalise the rest of the child-
ren in allowing them to maintain their stan-
dard of edncation. Arve we to have news-
paper stands for children or a better stan-
dard of education? If I listened to the
arguments of the Minister, I would certainly
vote for the better standard of education. If
there is any weakness in my argument with
respect to discrimination, it is 2 benefieial
diserimination seeing that it is for the bene-
fit of the kiddies. If we say that the children
are to be aillowed to carry on it will tend
to ereate a permanency for them. In fact, it
Jooks to me like a three-year plan of per-
manency for sireet trading for children.
Rather than that, my amendment will provide
a cushion in the breaking down of that
aspeet. The member for Perth made refer-
ence to economic pressure. We all know
about that phase, but surely we have enough
faith in the State Government and the Com-
monwealth Government to believe that that
economic pressure will not continue for three
years. 1 have sufficient faith in them to
believe that economic pressure will not bhe
brought to bear on those children.

The argument abont the ex-servicemen was
not advanced by me. It was the Minister
who said that the stands would be wanted
for them, To say that demobilisation would
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necessitate the children being kept on the
streets for three years so that ex-servicemen
could then come in is to stretch the point too
{ar. The member for Canning characterised
my argument as silly, but so Jong as that
is not the opinion of other members, T shall
be satisfied. I entered into this discussion
to assist the Minister for Edueation to re-
tain the standard of education for the child-
ren. | have not complained of the behaviour
of the newshoys. 1 know that those boys
have been taught to be thrifty and some
of them have savings bank accounts that
would amaze many people. I ask that they
he given am opportunity to continue their
education. A few nights ago we were told
that legislation was designed to bring the
greatest good to the greatest number but
that it must penalise somebody. That must
be the effect of this measure, but it will
tend to the greatest good for the children.
My amendment will permit of the principle
of the Bill being preserved.

Mr. WITHERS: 1 appreciate the value,

of the Bill in its original form. None of us
shonld be proud to support child lahour for
selling newspapers in the streets. I would
like to see all the children off the streets.
The argument of the member for Forrest
is illogical. He is prepared to allow o child
of 1315 to remain on the streets until he is
14%, but at that age he should be put off
the streets on account of his eduecation. The
amendment of the Minister is definite. 1f
a child of 13 is allowed to continue until
14 and the school leaving age of 15 is intro-
duced, it would be illogical to allow the
child to continue on the streets until he is
15 vears of age, I am surprised that the
member for Subiaco did not aceept the
amendment, which represents evolutionary
action to break down the existing system.

Alr. Holman: Do you believe in the prin-
ciple of the Bill that ehildren should not
ba on the streets?

3. WITHERS: I would not have them
on the streets at all. This is a step in the
rizht direction and I hope that eventually
children will be kept off the streets entirely.

AMrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T appesal to
the manhood of members not to accept the
amendment allowing children to he on the
streets nntil they reach 15 years of age. The
member for Guildford-Midland made s most
appealing speech and I thonght he was on
the right lines, hut he ended most illogically
by wnpporting the Minister's proposal. Tf
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we believe that children should not be allowed
to engage in sireet irading, how can one
logically support the Minister’s proposal?

Hon, W. D, Johnson: The Minister's pro-
posal was 15, and your Bill stipnlated 14
vears of age.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I accepted
the Jlinister's amendment to increase the
age to 15 and would bave provided for that
age originally, but refrained from doing so
because we had not implemented the Act mak-
ing the school leaving age 15. The most im-
portant vears of a ¢hild’s life are between
the ages of 12 and 14, and now we are asked
to allow them to be on the streets during
that period. They ean stay there until they
are 13 years. If there is any diserimination
it is by the Minister in allowing the children
to remain on the streets. I hope members
will use their commonsense and vote for the
amendment of the member for Forrest.
There must be a traosition stage and I eon-
sider the member for Forrest has been very
modest in fixing the period at one year,

Amendment put and negatived.

New clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46,
As to Resumption of Commitiee of Supply
Stage.

The Premicr: Mr. Speakoer, in eonneetion
with the matter of reporting progress and
asking for leave to sit again when the Esti-
mates were adjourned earlier in the sitting,
sinee the Standing Orders are silent on the
point as to whether we may resume, ean you
advise the House whether it is now com-
petent for me to move that you do now leave
the Chair for the purpose of further con-
sidering the Estimates in Committec?

Mr. Speaker: 1 point out to the Premier
that where our Standing Orders are silent,
we refer to the practice of the Commons in
the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. On looking up
“May,” I find that it is possible to do as
the Premier desires, although it is very
scldom done. “May,” 1lth edition, at page
193, says—

. . and in the Commons, the committee
dn‘eet the chairman to report progress and
ask lenve te sit agrin. On the chairman’s
report, the house has orensionally thereupon
resolved itself again into the committee.
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I am prepared to aceept a motion that the
House go into Committee of Supply on the
Estimates.

The Premier: Mr. Speaker, I move—

That you do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of considering the Annual Estimates
in Committee.

Motion put and passed.

I Commitiee of Supply.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting; Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair.
Vote—Crown Law Offices, £99,750 (con-
tinued) :

THE MINISTEBR FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [8.53]: I submit the
Estimates for the Crown Law Offices, Elee-
toral, Land Titles, Stipendiary Magistracy,
Supreme Court, Public Trust Cffice and
Licensing. Usnally these Estimates are not
very interesting because they involve so many
figures which, nnless followed very closely,
are not of as much value to memhers as
they would be later when they appear in
“Hansard” and are read by members, if
such should be the case. The revenue ex-
pected to be derived from all sources, namely,
probate, law courts, departmental, land
titles, Crown Law, and Public Trust Office
is estimated at £362,000, as compared with
the actual revenue of £381,015 received for
1944-45. The estimate is £19,015 Jess than
the revenue received for the previous finan-
cial year. The following statement shows
the expected increases and decreases under
the respective headings, when compared with
the collections for that year:—

Collec- Esti- Increase. De-
tlons, mate, crease.
104433, 1045-40.
£ £ £ £
Probate .. . 275,477 250,000 25,477
Law Courts ... G034 65,000 4,059
De ntal—
wn Law ... 8,011 7,000 1.011
Land Titles ... 24,135 27,000 2,865
Publis  Trust
Office 13,051 13,000 E)
£381,015 £362,000 £7,52¢ £26,539

Net decrease—£19,015.
With regard to the estimate of probate duty,
£250,000, last year the revenue received under
this heading was £275477. The estimate
for the Law Courts is £85,000. It is esti-
mated that collections under this heading will
show an increase of approximately £4,659
over those for the previous year, the in-
crease expected being mainly in Poliee Court
fines and: Supreme Court fees, The estimate
for Departmental, Crown.Law, is £7,000. A
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reduction under this heading of approxi-
mately £1,011 is anticipated, and from the
following statement it will be noticed that
over 50 per cent. of the contemplated de-
¢rease is attributed to commissions which
will be received from the Commonwealth
Savings Bank branches serviced by State
officers.  The deerease under this item is
brought about by the fact that the Common-
wealth Bank branches at York and Wagin
are now staffed by their own officers:—

Colleetiona. Estinnte,
Departmentai—{Crown Law, 1044=45. 194546,
£ £

Public Trust Escheats ... - 2,344 2,0005

Lacal Court Escheats .. 621 500G

Bankruptey Eschents ... 72 50

Legnl Costs Escheats . 487 330

Legal Services Escheats 1,013 1,000
Commissions from Commom\ ealth

Savings Bonks .. 1,328 200

Bankruptey Senlcos 619 620
Refund of fines from Common

wealth for llquor prosecutions 380 400
Un¢laimed Moneys. Supreme

Court ... 151
Miscellaneous 496 1,100
£8,011 £7,000

The estimate for the Lands Title Office is
£27,000, which is £2,863 in excess of last
vear’s eollections, and compares favourably
with pre-war figures. With the noticeably
in¢reased aetivity in real estate business
there should be no difliculty in obtaining
the revenue expected. The estimate of the
Publiec Trust Office is £13,000. The revenue
from this offier is derived from commis-
sions received from the estates adminis-
tered; and since the ereation of this office
in 1942, there has heen a steady increase
in the business handled. However, this
year it is not expected that the revenue
earned will exeeed the amount collected for
the last finaneial year. The estimate of the
Crown Law oflices is £99,750. For salaries,
an amount of £86,000 is provided as against
an cxpenditure last year of £84,707. The
amount estimated shows an increase of
£1,293 on last year's expenditure. The ad-
ditional amount is required to meet statu-
tory increases due to a number of officers
during the vear. For law books, £150 is
provided, last year's expenditure being
£124. This amount is required for the pur-
chase of law books for the Crown Law
libvary, end the amount does not vary to
any great extent each vear. The ‘‘Inciden-
tals’’ estimate is £3,600, as against an ex-
penditure last vear of -£3,800. The esti-
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mated expenditure is apportioned as fol-

lows:—

£

Postages 700
Telephones 900
Travelling .. 1,350
Water, Fuel, ete. . 270
Stationery, Stores, ete. 150
Miscellaneous . 230

£3,600

For general elections, the sum of £3,500 1
provided, last year’s expenditure heing
£1,067. In addition to the normal ineciden-
tal expenditure for the Electoral Depart-
ment, provision is also made for the cost of
a Legislative Council biennial eleetion
which will be held in this financial year,
and also for the costs incidental te the
Greenough by-election. With regard to in-
quests, £1,800 is allowed as against an ex-
penditure last year of £1,916. In the past,
the expenditure under this item has not
varied to any great extent and the amount
estimated should again be suflicient to meet
all requirements. On law books, £200 is ex-
pected to be expended; the fizure was the
same last year. This amount is paid annu-
ally, and the department receives quarterly
100 copies of the W.A. Law Reports. The
sum of £3,000 is provided under the item
““VWitnesses and Jurors.'’ Last year the
expenditure was £2,775, This is an item the
expenditure of which is contingent entirely
on the activities of the various courts. The
hulk of the expenditure is associated with
the Criminal Court and the number and
nature of the cases before this court praec-
tically control the expenditure under this
heading.

Tt is anticipated that the expemditure on
cireuit courts will hbe £150, as against £171
last year. The amount under this heading
is requirved to provide for the cost of any
expenses which might be incurred by a
Supreme Court judge travelling on eircuit
and to cover the travelling expenses in-
curred hy the Crown Prosccutor and his
clerk when travelling to attend Courts of
Session throughout the State. Under the
heading of “Awards and Law Costs,” £250
is provided, the expenditure last year being
£369. The bulk of the amount wnder this
heading is utilised for the payment of out-
side counsel briefed to conduet prosecu-
tions en behalf of the Crown. For the de-
fence of destitute persons, £100 is provided,
as against an expendifure of £74 last vear.
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This provision is to weet any legal costs in-
curred under the Poor Persons Legal .s-
sistance Aet, and in the past few years this
amotnt has been suftiecient to meet the re-
tuirements. The e¢xpenditure last vear on
Native Courts was €183: this vear the esti-
mate is £200. This is another item where
the expenditure is governed by the number
of cases brought hefore the court: and it
ean only he estinated on the basis of the
previous vear’s expenditure. Under the
heading of ‘‘Public Trust Office—Inciden-
tals,”” un amount of £800 is provided, the
expenditure last vear heing £949. The
amount asked for under this heading is to
meet the incidental expenses noecessary for
the administration of the Public Trust
Office and is apportioned as follows:—

£

Postages and Trelephones 300
Travelling ‘e .- . 50
Stationery and Stores .. . .. 50
Misgcellancous .. . - .. 40
Advertising 300
Tea monex . .. . 10
Commissions to Agents i .. B0

£800

I ¢ome now to ‘'Licensing.’”’ From liguor
licenses, the estimated revenue is £89,230;
last year's vevenue was £86,266. The
revente under this heading is derived from
minimum annual fees and tive per cent. and
six per cent. additional fees as preseribed
under Sections 72, 73 and 201 of the Licens-
g Act, The colleetions have shown a slight
upward trend over the past two years, and
it is anticipated that there will be a further
small inerease in the collections this vear.

However, there is nothing to indicate
that the liquor trade will show any
inereased aetivity whieh will have the

cffect of substantizlly increasing the eol-
lection for the year. Other licenses
are esfimated to yield £750 as against £738
last vear. This revenue comes from fees for
hilliard tables and employment brokers’
licenses and does not vary to any extent from
year to year. On the expenditure side, an
amount of £2,530 is estimated, last year's ex-
penditure being £2,528. This item covers
the salaries payable to the members of the
Licensing Court and one typist. For con-
tingencies, there is allowed £170 as against
an expenditore of £150 last year. This item
is resuired mainly tg meet the cost of travel
ling by members of the Licensing Court and
inchudes the amount necessary to recoup the
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Ruilway Department for rail fares ineurred
in this travelling.

1 propose now to give details of estimated
receipts under the heading of “Miseellaneous

Services,” The figures are as follows:—
Recelpts, Estimate,
1044-45. 1845-46.
Payable by Commontcealth— £
High Court, smlues of State
officers 120 120
Taxation Department, sen'ice:s
ot Land Titlea Office . 200 200
Penslona Department . 25 25

Commonwealth Bank, pro) or-

tion paid for clen.ning Toulder

offlee .. 85 55

Payable by State Departmenti—

Workers" Homes Board, Com-

missions on collectlons 118 120
Water Supply, services of Clerk

of Courts, Narrogln 25 25
Chief Secretary's Depnrt.menb.

one-third salary of Mlessen-

ger, Bunbury az 80
Raliways, service of clerk to .
Minlster w 25
Collections—Crown Law—
Sale of confiscated goods ... 3z 50
Telephone Rccoups from
offtcers - 178 175
Miscellaneous 186 300
£906 £1,100

Hon, N. Keenan: Under what heading arc
these items in the estimates?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Those
details are at the very end. In past years I
have not worried very much about those fig-
ures because most of them are in the report.
The estimates are very similar each year. The
inereases and decreases usually balance out.
Because the estimates of the departments ad-
ministered by the Minister for Justice are so
similar each year there is not very mueh to
be said in regard to them.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [9.10]: The
Minister has given us a mass of figures that
are all eontained in the statement before us.
I cxpected some detailed review of the acti-
vities of his department. 1 would like to
have some information on the operations of
the Publiec Trustee’s Office which was estab-
lished a little while ago with the objeet of
‘assisting the poorer seetion of the commu-
nity. It was to make more readily available
to those people the legal facilities necessary
toe wind up estates.

The Minister for Justice: For any seetion
of the eommunity.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, but particularly in
connection with the smaller estates. When
anyone has come to me with a small estate
my advice has been to go to the Publie Trus-
tee.

Mr. Abbott:
anvene elsc.

[57]

He is more expensive thaa
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Mr. SEWARD: Unless the Public Trustee
wakes up and does some work I shall not
do that in the future.

The Minister for Justice: That is not a
fuir statement, because the Public Trustec
has done a good job. He is enthusiastic and
helps the public wherever possible.

Mr. SEWARD: I gave the Minister the
opportunity to tell us how he has done that.

The Minister for Justice: The Public
Trustee has——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. SEWARD: I directed a constituent
of mine féo go to the Public Trustee with
about as simple a matter as possible. In this
case the man’s wife died intestate and a block
of land was registered in her name. The
whole property was mortgaged to the Agri-
cultural Bank. I went to the bank and said,
“All tkat has to be done is to get this block
of land, which is your seeurity, transferred
into the name of the father or the son.” The
bank could not do that because it would be
defranding the probate. There was no pro-
bate. The Publie Trustee has been dealing
with this matter for 15 months now and has
not finished with it vet!

The Minister for Justice: There must be
some difficulty abont it.

Mr. SEWARD: Difficulty, my foot! An
ofticial of the Lands Department came and
valued the property over 12 months ago. He
told the husbhand of the deceased woman that
the matter would be fixed up in a few weeks,

The Minister for Justice: Give me the
name of the person involved and I will look
into it.

Mr, SEWARD: I shall, with pleasnre,
We should step up this department; there
should not be sneh delays over small tran-
sactions

The Minister for Justice: The officers of
that department are anxious to do their best.

Mr. SEWARD: I wish to mention the
matter of the stipendiary magistrates. In
the years gone by when travelling facilities
were difficalt and our magistrates eould not
be here, there and everywhere. we adopted
the practice of appointing justices of the
peace. The time has now arrived when the
Government, might well review that practice
and terminate the appointment of these hon-
orary justices. Appointments of some really
young boys are beinz recommended. Those
people are not fitted to oceupy the position,
or to sit on a court bench becaunse they very
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often become the mouthpiece of the local
policeman. With better travelling facilities
we might well consider doing away with our
honorary justices and letting the stipen-
diary or resident magistrates carry out
those duties together with their other work.

The Minister for Justice: The honorary
Justices have done a wonderful job.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so, and in many
eases the men appointed are qualified to
hold the position. But latterly I ean see de-
terioration.

The Minister for Justice:
me specific instances?

Mr, SEWARD: I know of two or three
cases that were sent to Perth and the de-
cisions altered, I would like to hear some-
thing from the Minister on the reeent ap-
pointment to the Licensing Court. I notiee
that two members retired and one has been
reappointed. I do not know the age of the
man who has been reappointed and made
chairman, but I think he is pretty well up
in years.

The Minister for Justice: He is under 70.
Mr. SEWARD: I hope he is! I think

it is generally recognised that when a man
reaches the age of 65 he should retire.

Can you give

The Minister for Justice: The retiring age
of the Judiciary is 70 years.

Mr. SEWARD: The Licensing Court has
previonsly come up for eriticism here.
When the two members of that court re-
tired, it was an opportunity to appoint a
new court altogether, Matters in that
sphere want straightening up a bit. During
the war years some of the hotels closed and
generally did as they liked. At some hotels
it was impossible to get served becanse
of the erowd there, and at others people
could get only a small amount of liguid
refreshment. We have our Licensing Aect
and we should see that it is observed.
The hotels are here to provide the tra-
velling public and the public generally
with whatever refreshments are required,
whether liquid refreshments or meals. Fre-
quently hotels will not serve meals. If they
experience difficulty in getting staff then
that should be taken into consideration and
assistance made available to them, but
the travelling public should be able to get

[COUNCIL.]

service throughout the State from the hotels.
I will not mention the State hotels now be-
cause they come under different Estimates.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 2.17 p.m.

Tiegislative @onneil.

Tuesday, 30th October, 1945,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section “A7 1945,

THE PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General, in pursuance of See-
tion 33 of the Audit Aet, 1904, for presen-
tation to the Legislative Couneil, a copy of
the Treasurer’s statement of the Public
Accounts of the State of Western Austra-
lia for the financial year ended the 30th
June, 1945, together with Section “A” of
the report thereon. It will be laid on the
Table of the House.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Soil Conservation.
Returned to the Assembly with an
amendment.
2, Closer Settlement Act Amendment.
3, Administration Act Amendment {No.
2).
Passed.

BILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.

On motion of Hon. A. Thomson, Bill re-
committed for the further consideration
of Clause 2.



